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USA Speedway Now! News and Notes is 
issued by USA Speedway, the exclusive 
Speedway affiliate of the American 
Motorcyclist Association.  

·  To add readers to our mailing list, please reply 
to this message with their name,  e-mail address and 
other contact information 

·  To unsubscribe, notify us at 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net 

·  To submit news items, address your electronic 
correspondence to usaspeedway@earthlink.net or 
teamusaspeedway@yahoo.com or mail items to USA 
Speedway, 118 East High Street, Suite A, Mt. Vernon, 
OH 43050. 

·  For information on joining USA Speedway, 
reply to this message and type “ Membership Info”   in 
the Subject line or e-mail us at 
usaspeedway@yahoo.com 
 

Notes from HQ… 
We apologize for the long gap 

between issues and hope you never 
have to describe the same “weird 
clanking”  we did a couple of weeks ago 
to our friendly local computer guru. 

Turns out it was the sound a hard-
drive makes right before it chews itself 
up and swallows all of its data…so, 
USA Speedway is now rebuilding our 
contact lists and recovering lost files. 

If you would send an e-mail to 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net with your 
contact info and that of all your 
speedway friends it will be a big help in 
the rebuilding project. 

Meanwhile, there’s lots going on, 
so let’s get to it! 
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SEEDS ANNOUNCED FOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio – With the start of the 

2006 AMA USA Speedway National 
Championship Series rapidly approaching, 
USA Speedway is pleased to announce the 
superb field of riders that will assemble for the 

series opener on Saturday, August 5, at Costa 
Mesa Speedway. 

The top 12 seeds for the series qualified on 
the basis of criteria spelled out in last year’s 
Supplemental Regulations as follows: 

 
1. Greg Hancock – 2005 AMA National Champion 

2. Billy Hamill – 2005 AMA National Championship runner-up 
3. Char lie Venegas – No. 3 rider in 2005 AMA National Series 

4. Bar t Bast – No. 5 rider in 2005 AMA National Series 
5. Bryan Yarrow – Qualified for A-Main in 2005 series 

6. Mike Far ia – Top NorCal AMA rider not already qualified 
7. Shawn McConnell – Top SoCal AMA rider not already qualified 
8. Wieslaw Oskiewicz – 2005 Central Championship Series No. 1 

9. Nate Perkins – Next rider in 2005 standings not already qualified 
10. Buck Blair  – Next rider in 2005 standings not already qualified 

11. Bobby Schwar tz – Next rider in 2005 standings not already qualified 
12. Tommy Hedden – Next rider in 2005 standings not already qualified 

 
The 13th and 14th riders seeded into the 

2006 national championship series will join the 
12 riders above in the Qualifying Rounds of the 

series opener at Costa Mesa. These riders were 
selected by USA Speedway and AMA Sports 
from among riders requesting entries: 

 
13. Eddie Castro – Next rider in 2005 standings not already qualified 

14. Josh Larsen – 2006 AMA USA Speedway California State Champion 
 

Finally, USA Speedway and AMA Sports 
have named the following eight riders and three 
alternates to contest the Elimination Round on 

August 5, from which two riders will move into 
the Qualifying Rounds and two will be named 
as reserves: 

 
1. Gary Hicks 
2. Matt Becker  
3. Justin Boyle 
4. Matt Browne 

5. T.J. Fowler  
6. Shawn Harmatiuk 
7. J.J. Mar tynse 
8. J.T. Mabry 

 
       Alternates 
1. Kenny Ingalls 
2. Ivan Sever t 

3. Devin Defreece 
 

The popular and exciting format for the 
2006 AMA USA Speedway National 
Championship Series remains the same as in 
recent years. The evening begins with four 
heats that make up the Elimination Round, 
from which two riders move into the main part 

of the program, two are named as the evening’s 
reserves and four are eliminated. 

A traditional 16-rider, 20-heat Qualifying 
Round follows, after which riders are seeded 
into D, C, B and A Main Events based on 
points scored in the Qualifying Round. Those 
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four main events make up the Championship 
Round, which determines the night’s overall 
winner and the distribution of national points 
and prize monies. 

Results of the “D Main”  are especially 
important to the night’s four lowest point-
getters, because the riders who finish 3rd and 4th 

are relegated to the Elimination Round at the 
next event in the series. 

AMA USA Speedway National 
Championship points are earned in the main 
events, and the base prize money of $10,000 
per event is awarded as follows:   
 

   
 Finishing Position Purse Points 
 1. Winner of “A”  main  $2,000   20  
 2. Runner-up in “A”  main  $1,400   18 
 3. Third in “A”  main $1,000   16   
 4. Fourth in “A”  main $800   14 
 5. Winner of “B”  main  $700   12 
 6. Second in “B”  main $600   11 
 7. Third in “B”  main  $500   10 
 8. Fourth in “B”  main $400     9 
 9. Winner of “C”  main $375     8 
 10. Second in “C”  main $350     7 
  11. Third in “C”  main $325     6  
 12. Fourth in “C”  main $300     5 
 13. Winner of “D”  main $275     4 
 14. Second in “D”  main                       $250     3 
 15.  Third in “D”  main $225     2 
 16. Fourth in “D”  main   $200     1 
 17. 1st Reserve or 17th in qualifying points  $150      
 18. 2nd Reserve or 18th in qualifying points $150      
 19. Non advancing rider from pre-qualifying  $100     
 20. Non advancing rider from pre-qualifying  $100         
 21. Non advancing rider from pre-qualifying  $100 
 22. Non advancing rider from pre-qualifying  $100     
 

USA Speedway and AMA Sports 
congratulate all of the riders who have made it 
into the elite field of qualifiers for the 2006 
National Championship Series and also want to 
take this opportunity to acknowledge Ryan 
Fisher , who has had to forego his automatic 
seed to the series (AMA No. 4 in 2005) as he 
recovers from injuries suffered earlier this year. 
Also meriting special mention is Billy Janniro, 
who for the second straight year has been 
forced to skip the AMA USA Speedway 
National Championship Series because of 

numerous conflicts with his British Speedway 
League commitments for the Coventry Bees. 

As always, one of the big stories in the 
series will be the friendly rivalry among home-
based talents and European-based stars. Adding 
even more excitement is Greg Hancock’s 
opportunity to win a fourth straight national 
championship and tie the legendary Mike Bast 
for seven career championships. Factor in the 
fact that this will mark the first AMA-
sanctioned national event at Costa Mesa in 
nearly a decade and all the elements are there 
for a fantastic night of racing on August 5!  
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NORTH VS. SOUTH TRADITION RESUMES FRIDAY NIGHT 
Auburn, Calif.  – A top-notch field of 

riders including 10 stars named to the 
upcoming National Championship Series has 
signed on for this Friday night’s traditional 
North vs. South classic at Fast Fridays 
Speedway in scenic Auburn, California. 

Along with the annual USA vs. The World 
competition held each fall, the North vs. South 

event is one of America’s premier team 
Speedway events and also offers Southern 
California stars a chance to warm up for the 
two key rounds of the National Championship 
Series at Fast Fridays later in the season 
(September 1 and October 7). 

Here are the lineups for Friday’s Civil War 
of  Speedway: 

 
NORTHERN TEAM 

Matt Becker  
Mike Far ia 

Chad Felicio 
T.J. Fowler  

Tommy Hedden 
Bryan Yarrow 

Manager : Bar t Bast 

SOUTHERN  TEAM 
Buck Blair  

Shawn Harmatiuk 
Gary Hicks Jr . 
Nate Perkins 

Bobby Schwar tz 
Char lie Venegas 
Manager”  TBA 

 
The 2006 North vs. South event will be 

contested over 18 programmed heats, each heat 
including a pairing from each team. 

The program will conclude with a semi-
main and a main event, with bonus points 
awarded.  

The team managers will be able to 
designate their lineups for the semi-main and 
main events, and if past history is any 
indication there will be spirited competition 
among the riders for both squads.  
 

 
TEAM USA IN TODAY’S WORLD CUP RACE-OFF 

Malilla, Sweden -- AMA Team USA 
Speedway has advanced to the final stages of 
the 2006 Speedway World Cup tournament 
with a workmanlike third-place finish in World 
Cup Event 2 here Tuesday evening (July 18) at 
the G&B Arena Malilla. 

Host Sweden held off a late charge from 
Denmark to win the race overall and advance 
directly to Saturday’s World Cup Finals. 
Denmark and Team USA move into 
Thursday’s crucial Race-Off against Great 
Britain and Poland.  

The Race-Off and Finals will both be held 
at Reading (England) Stadium, home track for 
Team USA Captain Greg Hancock. Hancock 
was the top individual scorer of the night with 
an impressive 20-point haul from five wins and 
one second-place effort. 

The final team tally in Speedway World 
Cup Event 2 was Sweden 56, Denmark 53, 
Team USA 39 and the Czech Republic 7.  

Sweden had a new look in the absence of 
soon-to-retire superstar Tony Rickardsson and 
looked like it would pull away from the field in 
the early going. Team Sweden built a 
substantial nine-point lead midway through the 
event as Team USA battled Denmark for 
second with the Czech team an uncompetitive 
fourth. But Denmark clawed back into 
contention in the later stages of the meeting and 
distanced itself from Team USA, which lacked 
balance in its attack. 

Denmark moved within two points of 
Sweden after 22 of 25 heats but Antonio 
L indback’s spirited come-from-behind win for 
Sweden over Dane Char lie Gjedde in Heat 23 
gave the hosts breathing room. Freddie 
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L indgren sealed the victory by winning Heat 
24 for Sweden. 

Hancock and Billy Hamill, both former 
world champions and regular competitors in the 
Swedish Elite League, combined for 30 of 
Team USA’s 39 points. More balanced scoring 
will be needed if the team is to move further in 
the tournament, and only the top two teams 
from Thursday’s Race-Off will advance to 
meet Event 1 winner Australia and Event 2 
winner Sweden in the finals. 

Sweden had four of its five riders in 
double-figures, led by Lindback and Andreas 
Jonsson with 14 each, and all five of its team 
members were among the night’s top 10 
scorers. Runner-up Denmark was paced by 
Nicki Pedersen’s 15 points and the Danes got 
another 14 from Bjarne Pedersen.  

“We did what we needed to do – we 
advanced to the Race-Off -- and anything can 
happen from here,”  AMA Team USA Captain 
Hancock said after the meeting. “Some of our 
guys have much more experience and better 
setups for the English tracks and we’ ll be 
stronger as a team in Reading.”  

Billy Hamill said he treasures every 
appearance for Team USA. “The camaraderie 
is really special in the World Cup,”  the 1996 
world champion said, “and we’ re pretty 
relaxed. We’ ll give it our best in Reading, 
that’s for sure.”  

Hancock’s event-leading 20 points came 
from six rides and included six points as a 
“ tactical joker”  in Heat 14. Hamill scored 10 
points from five rides, Billy Janniro added 5 
points, former world champion Sam 
Ermolenko had four and Brent Werner  was 
shut out for Team USA. 

Veteran Ronnie Correy will come into the 
American lineup on Thursday and replace the 
semi-retired 45-year-old Ermolenko, who will 
trade his helmet for a SkySports television 
microphone. Ermolenko’s stellar career comes 
to a close this season and the 1993 World 
Champion likely made his last-ever ride in 
Team USA colors today. 

An anticipated four-way battle for two 
spots in Thursday’s Race-Off and one in 
Saturday’s World Cup Finals never developed 
as a disheartened Czech Team was never a 
factor. Czech star Ales Dryml suffered critical 
injuries earlier in the week in England and 
Lukas Dryml, the Czech Captain, withdrew to 
be at his brother’s bedside. The absence of the 
Dryml brothers cast a shadow over an 
otherwise superb and well-attended event. 

AMA Team USA’s most recent Speedway 
World Cup championship came in 1998 with a 
team that included Hancock, Hamill and 
Ermolenko. Those veterans will again play a 
pivotal role as the final stages of the 2006 
World Cup play out in England later this week. 

2006 WORLD CUP SUMMARY 
Event 1 Results, Sunday July 16 in 

Rybnik, Poland: 1. Australia, 49 points; 2. 
Poland, 48 points; 3. Great Britain, 48 points; 
4. Finland, 9 points. 

Event 2 Results, Tuesday, July 18 in 
Malilla, Sweden: 1. Sweden, 56 points; 2. 
Denmark, 53 points; 3. AMA Team USA, 39 
points; 4, Czech Republic, 7 points. 

Event 2 Individual Scor ing: 1. Greg 
Hancock, Team USA, 20 points; 2. Nicki 
Pedersen, Team Denmark, 15; 3. Antonio 
Lindback, Team Sweden, 14; 3. Andreas 
Jonsson, Team Sweden, 14; 3. Bjarne Pedersen, 
Team Denmark, 14; 6. Hans Andersen, Team 
Denmark, 12; 7. Mikael Max, Team Sweden, 
11; 8. Billy Hamill, Team USA, 10; 8. Freddie 
Lindgren, Team Sweden, 10; 10. Peter 
Karlsson, Team Sweden, 7.   

Speedway Wor ld Cup Race-Off L ineup 
for  Thursday, July 20 in Reading, England: 
Great Britain, Denmark, Team USA and 
Poland. 

Speedway Wor ld Cup Finals L ineup for  
Saturday, July 22 in Reading, England: 
Australia, Sweden and top two teams from 
Race-Off. 
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THOMAS’ DANISH ADVENTURE 

Skaebeck, Denmark – Summer vacation 
2006 won’ t be forgotten any time soon by 13-
year-old Thomas Reich, a regular youth racer 
at Fast Fridays Speedway who made his 
international racing debut in the recent FIM 
Youth Gold Trophy tournament. 

Seized engines have long been the bane of 
two-stroke racers, but Thomas and his Step 
dad, Fast Fridays promoter Dave Joiner , 
experienced a whole new variation on that 
theme on their trip to Denmark. Their CR85 
Honda engine was a no-show at baggage claim 
in Hamburg, Germany, and they later learned it 
had been “seized”  by a well-intentioned US 
Customs agent in San Francisco who 
apparently didn’ t know an engine from an IED 
and had visions of an 84cc piston bringing 
down a 767! 

Bottom line was Thomas, Dave and a 
Speedway chassis with a big hole where the 
horsepower goes, so Dave made a few quick 
calls to friends in Denmark and lined up a 
replacement engine. A mad scramble ensued: 
driving from Hamburg to rural Denmark, 
picking up the engine, putting the pieces 
together and making it to the tech inspection 
line with just five minutes to spare! 

The track in Skaebeck being used by the 
DMU (Denmark’s counterpart to the AMA) 
measured about 210 meters, making it a bit 
larger than typical US tracks. After a quick 

practice session Thomas got down to racing 
with a strong field of 12-15 year olds including 
not only Scandinavian riders and riders from 
other European federations but also several 
Australian youngsters. 

The race program was something of a 
struggle because despite solid lap times gearing 
problems had Thomas fighting to get off the 
line. But he got things together as the program 
progressed and Thomas narrowly missed a 
victory in his final ride. 

Although he didn’ t score enough points to 
move into a semifinal or the July 15 final event, 
Thomas got a lot of great experience and is 
raring to go again in 2006. 

If you want to give the 2007 FIM Youth 
Gold Trophy 80cc a go next year, drop a line to 
USA Speedway at 118 East High Street, Mt. 
Vernon, OH 43050 or e-mail us at 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net and we’ ll get you 
into the info loop. 

Meanwhile, congratulations to the three 
riders who made the podium in the 2006 Youth 
Gold Trophy: Champion Michael Toft and 
runner-up Rene Bach from Denmark and 
Swede Anders Mellgren, who finished third. 

Kudos also to Aussies Samuel Master  and 
Darcy Ward who made it to the final and 
finished 8th and 15th respectively. 

 
 

 
A TANGLED WEB 

 As noted on Page 1, we lost a great deal of 
data, hundreds of files, our e-mail address 
books and more when the USA Speedway 
computer hard-drive hit the fence a few weeks 
ago. This has caused delays of a number of 
projects and also a delay issuing official USA 
Speedway Membership Cards for 2006. 

We have hard-copy backups of all 2006 
Membership Applications, so as soon as that 
database is re-keyed we’ ll get membership 
cards in the mail. But perhaps most distressing 

is that the new USA Speedway website – 
www.usaspeedway.org – went up in smoke. 
We’ ll let you know when we’ re ready to go 
online, but have to recreate it from scratch. 

Oh, yeah…just in case any of you are as 
naïve as we were about backing up data, don’ t 
count on a set of restoration disks to save the 
day if your PC hits the wall. We thought we 
had everything important backed up, but as it 
turns out we had only the programs…not the 
data. Ouch.
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Upcoming Events  
Don’ t miss all the action as the 2006 USA Speedway season of AMA-sanctioned Speedway 

continues to unfold. Here are the upcoming fixtures: 
 
Friday, July 21 Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, California 
   NORTH VS. SOUTH CHALLENGE 

Friday, July 28 Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, CA 

Saturday, July 29 Indianapolis National Speedway Indianapolis, Indiana 

Wednesday, Aug. 2 The Grand Arena   Industry, California 

Friday. Aug. 4  Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, California 

Saturday, Aug. 5 Costa Mesa Speedway  Costa Mesa, California 
   ROUND 1 AMA USA SPEEDWAY NATIONAL SERIES 

Saturday, Aug. 5 Indianapolis National Speedway Indianapolis, Indiana    

�  
Have You Joined Yet? – USA Speedway Inc. is the first and only national association dedicated 
exclusively to Speedway motorcycle racing and is the exclusive affiliate of AMA Sports for 
Speedway. 
 
Support your favorite sport with a 2006 USA Speedway membership. Drop a request to 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net or just respond to this e-mail newsletter and type “ Membership info”  in 
the subject line for an application. 
 
 

USA SPEEDWAY INC. 

118 EAST HIGH STREET, SUITE A 

MOUNT VERNON, OH 43050 

USASPEEDWAY@EARTHLINK.NET 

(740) 397-1647 

 


