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MISKOLC, Hungary – Local officials are preparing to host teams from the United 
States, Italy, Slovenia and Hungary on Sunday in a crucial qualifying event for the 2006 
FIM Speedway World Cup. 
 
While Clerk of the Course Istvan Darago preps the 376-meter track located two hours 
northeast of the capital city of Budapest he is no doubt keeping an eye on a troubling 
weather forecast: Showers are forecast for both the Saturday practice and Sunday race. 
Meanwhile, AMA Team USA Speedway is converging on Miskolc from all directions. 
 
Team USA stalwarts Billy Hamill and Greg Hancock will be the first on the scene, with 
wheels down today (Friday) in Budapest. Sam Ermolenko, Ronnie Correy, Billy 
Janniro and Brent Werner  will fly in on Saturday morning. And rookie Chr is Kerr  
will arrive around the same time after a 20+ hour drive from the UK in Billy Janniro’s 
van with Associate Team Manager Richard Child and Ian Hewlitt.  
 
The van from the UK will carry several bikes, a couple dozen tires and the team’s supply 
of methanol…and a tip of the USA Speedway helmet goes to Joe Hughes International 
for sponsoring those key supplies.  
 
Two other trucks are en route from Sweden, one from System Edstrom of Sweden with 
bikes for Hancock and Ermolenko and one with the Hamill and Janniro machines. 
 
It might sound complicated, but fielding a seven-rider team in an event 1000 miles from 
their normal haunts gets complicated. Keep in mind that Kerr, Hancock and Janniro all 
had British League fixtures last (Thursday) night and Janniro suits up again on Friday for 
the Coventry Bees before flying out of London at 6 a.m. Saturday.  
 
When the Speedway World Cup Qualifier event ends Sunday, it’ s back to Budapest for 
Monday morning flights…as virtually the entire team has commitments Monday night in 
England and/or Tuesday in Sweden...and long drives back for the others.       
 
Only the winning team advances, and many figure the contest will be a showdown 
between Team USA and the talented Slovenian squad led by Grand Prix riders Matej  
Zagar  and Matej  Fer jan.  
 
Team Captain Greg Hancock is currently showing some of his best form in recent 
memory as he consistently scores double figures in British, Swedish and Polish league 
matches and ranks No. 3 in the FIM Grand Prix Series. At the other end of the spectrum, 
former world champ Sam Ermolenko comes to his final dance with Team USA battered 
from a spectacular crash in Sweden on May 16…and veteran Brent Werner’s Saturday 
practice laps will be his first since breaking a collarbone nearly two months ago. 
 
Be sure to send out some positive vibes to AMA Team USA Speedway during the 
upcoming Memorial Day weekend. Their next stop after winning on Sunday will be 
Speedway World Cup Event 2 on July 18 in Malilla, Sweden. A top three-finish there 
will guarantee a spot in the big dance, the July 20-22 Speedway World Cup in Reading, 
England. Best wishes also to young Dar io Galvin, who flies to Europe on May 30 to 
prep for a very difficult FIM Under 21 World Championship Semifinal in Poland.  
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Central Speedway Championship Ser ies Announced 

 
From The Hear tland – Three USA Speedway promotions are joining forces to present 
the inaugural AMA/USA Speedway Central Speedway Championship Ser ies in 
July…and the series champ will earn a coveted seeded position in the 2006 AMA/USA 
Speedway National Championship Series. 
  
The Central Championship Series will be open to Division One riders living east of the 
Rockies and will open on Saturday evening, July 1, at Indianapolis National Speedway. 
The series continues the next evening as a special attraction during the AMA Dirt Track 
Grand Championships at the Du Quoin State Fairgrounds in southern Illinois. The third 
and deciding round will be Saturday, July 8, at Drew Gatewood’s Valpo Speedway at 
northern Indiana’s Porter County Fairgrounds. 
 
At least $5,000 will be up for grabs, including a $2,000 travel allowance to help the 2006 
AMA/USA Speedway Central Champion contest the National Championship Series later 
this season on the West Coast. 
 
Regulars from Indianapolis National Speedway and Valpo Speedway are expected to 
tackle the three-race series, but riders throughout the Midwest, East and South are 
welcome to file entries. If you want to be part of this exciting new series, contact USA 
Speedway for a Letter of Intent. Complete Supplemental Regulations will be issued 
within the next week.  
 
For more information: 
 General Info: USA Speedway – usaspeedway@earthlink.net 
 Indy Round 1 – Indy National Speedway -- jimterchila@yahoo.com  
 Du Quoin Round 2: AMA Sports – ksaillant@ama-cycle.org 
 Valpo Round 3: Zippo Promotions – drewsmcserv@verizon.net  
 
Special thanks to Douglas Neubauer  and Ken Saillant at AMA Sports, Indianapolis 
National Speedway’s Br ian Gaines and Dean Knipp and Zippo Promotions’  Drew 
Gatewood for making this new series possible. USA Speedway hopes to be able to help 
East Coast Speedway enthusiasts re-energize the sport in that region and present an 
AMA/USA Speedway Eastern Championship Series in 2007. The Central Speedway 
Championships are the first of many ways USA Speedway will work with tracks and 
promoters to bring new challenges and opportunities to its members. 
 

�  
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‘USA Speedway will unify and expand AMA-sanctioned 

Speedway racing, provide its members with 

unprecedented oppor tunity and elevate Speedway in 

Amer ica to its r ightful place of prominence within the 

global motorspor ts community.’  
That is the Vision Statement approved by the USA Speedway Board of Directors at their 
formative meeting in Pasadena, California, last month. It takes just 32 words to outline an 
enormous amount of work that lies ahead. 
 
History shows that most people will sit back and watch. A few will oppose USA 
Speedway, mostly through apathy or cynicism. Those who remain have the future of 
American Speedway in their hands. Do you care enough to get involved? 
 
We need as many Speedway riders and enthusiasts as possible to help twist the throttle on 
USA Speedway and help it realize its potential. USA Speedway will not rest until every 
Speedway track and every Speedway rider in America is part of this effort to unify 
American Speedway so that we can move forward together and nurture a great sport. 
 
USA Speedway is a non-profit membership organization and members will decide its 
direction and determine its fate. Don’ t wait, join today! E-mail us at 
usaspeedway@yahoo.com to request more information. 
 

�  
 
Industry, California – Congratulations are in order to the American Speedway Coalition 
for starting the 2006 Southern California USA Speedway season off on the right foot at 
The Grand Arena. 
 
Veteran Char lie Venegas and Ryan Fisher  have been quickest out of the Division One 
gate, qualifying for the scratch mains on May 17 and May 24 and scoring a win and a 
runner-up finish each. Also fighting their way into scratch mains have been Gary Hicks 
and Dream-Teamer Dale Facchini in week one and Shawn McConnell and Tommy 
Hedden in week two. 
 
Early season D2 winners at The Grand have been Eloy Medellin and Rudy Laurer , and 
they look to be set for some great battles in 2006…Laurer has a win and a fourth in two 
D2 mains and Medellin has done even better with a win and a second. 
 
 D1 stars Chr is Manchester  and Dukie Ermolenko have both taken some hard knocks 
early in The Grand season and could use some cheering-up from their friends and fans. 
Manny crashed very hard on opening night and is likely to be sidelined for quite a while.  
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The Duke sat out the 2005 season but showed no evidence of rust in early-season starts at 
Costa Mesa Speedway, where in the first two weeks of the ’06 season he qualified for 
one scratch main and missed a transfer by just one spot in another. He ran second in his 
first heat at The Grand on May 24 but then crashed hard in his second ride. He was 
treated and released at the track but sat out the rest of the program.     
 
Best wishes to both riders and we hope to see them back in action soon. 
 
One great thing about the early-season action is the spirited competition between veterans 
of the SoCal Speedway scene and some of tomorrow’s stars. Along with “names”  
mentioned above, The Grand has attracted veterans including Gary Hicks, Eddie Castro 
and Bobby Kr ips…and young chargers such as Bryan Yarrow, Justin Boyle, Skyler  
Greyson, Dar io Galvin and Buck Blair . 
 
Why not get out and support AMA/USA Speedway action at The Grand Arena on a 
Wednesday night soon? Upcoming events are set for May 31 and every Wednesday in 
June. Also, plan now for a pair of Saturday programs in July including the July 15 
California State Championship.  
 

�  
 
Damp Fr iday in Auburn – Rain was the enemy for week 3 of the 2006 season at 
Northern California’s famed Fast Fridays Speedway and no one turned a wheel at their 
May 19 show.  
 
Dave Joiner and his Fast Fridays crew will try again tonight (Friday, May 26) and the 
USA Speedway weathervane says to bring a jacket and enjoy a beautiful, cool and dry 
Friday night of USA Speedway action at its finest.  
 

�  
 
Star t time snafu – The USA Speedway weathervane never lies, but we do occasionally 
misread our sundial. Last issue, we reported that Wheel2Wheel Raceway in Victorville, 
California, will have an exciting Speedway program on the Fourth of July, but we messed 
up on the times. Sign-up will open at 4pm and racing is set for 7pm…and plan to stay for 
the big fireworks show at the San Bernardino Fairgrounds.  
 
Rider sign-ups for this event are brisk, so drop a line to Steve Evans at 
dreamteamspeedway@sbcglobal.net  to ask for a spot on the program.  
 

�  
 
News from you --  Has it crossed your mind while reading USA Speedway Now! that it 
should include a news item about your team, your track or your favorite rider? Chances 
are it will if you send us a tip. Anything from breaking news to birthdays, wedding dates 
and new sponsors is welcome. 
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Address your news items and story ideas to USA Speedway Now! at 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net. Want an example? We wouldn’ t be able to run this Chris 
Jones picture of Team BBB – Buck Blair and Bryan Buffington – if they hadn’ t sent it to 
us. Check out the Bumblebees at a track near you…and call BBB if you’ re in the market 
for new rain gutters. 
 

     
 

�  
 
Drew and fr iends – We’ ll be running short profiles of USA Speedway members in 
future issues and our first subject is Drew Gatewood of Chesterton, Indiana. Drew 
operates Drew’s Motorcycle Service in Chesterton, where he builds Harley-Davidson 
engines and heals sick ones for a living and does all things Speedway – including selling 
Jawas and promoting USA Speedway events -- because he loves it. 
 
Drew is the man behind Zippo Promotions, which brought AMA/USA Speedway action 
to Indiana’s Porter County Fairgrounds last year and is running events including the July 
8 AMA/USA Speedway Central Championship Series finale this season. 
 
Drew was a sponsor of the Team USA Speedway Testimonial in January, and is pictured 
here addressing the testimonial audience on the Queen Mary in Long Beach, California. 
Standing by in case Drew gets stage fright is one of the finest motorsports announcers to 
be found anywhere, Bruce Flanders:  

 
 
 
Drew has also been appointed by AMA Sports to serve as a technical steward for the 
2006 International Motorcycle Speed Trials by BUB at the famous Bonneville Salt Flats. 
Drew attended a special FIM seminar in Hamilton, Ontario, earlier this year and made 
another new friend in Or iol Puig Bulto, President of the FIM Technical Panel. Oriol 
(left) is from THE Bultaco family, has been a leader within FIM circles for several 
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decades and is one of the nicest guys in international motorcycle sport. Drew is just as 
nice, but not as famous! 
 

   
 
 Drew raced sportsman flat track events for many years and is a recent convert to 
Speedway. He has three children, three grandchildren and has been married to a saint for 
26 years. 
 
“ I hope that in the next few years USA Speedway will unify American Speedway racing 
nationwide,”  Drew says. “ I believe that if Speedway promoters and riders band together 
instead of going in many different directions it can�t do anything but help the sport.”   
 
Drew is a member of the USA Speedway Rules Committee. Riders can send your 
suggestions to him at drewsmcservice@verizon.net.  
 

�  
 
Have You Joined Yet? – USA Speedway Inc. is the first national association dedicated 
exclusively to Speedway and is the exclusive affiliate of AMA Sports for Speedway. 
 
Support your favorite sport with a 2006 USA Speedway membership. Drop a request to 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net or just respond to this e-mail newsletter and type 
“ Membership info”  in the subject line for an application. 
 
2006 USA Speedway Competition Memberships are offered at a special introductory 
pr ice of $15 until July 5 and Speedway Supporter memberships are just $12 until July 5.  
 
As the Exclusive Speedway Affiliate of AMA Sports, USA Speedway is dedicated to the 
growth of Speedway throughout the United States. You wouldn’ t be reading this if you 
didn’ t love Speedway, so why not sign up today? 
 

·   
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Upcoming Events – Don’ t miss all the action as the 2006 USA Speedway season 
unfolds. Here are the fixtures for the next several weeks: 
 
Friday, May 26 Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, California 

Saturday, May 27 Indianapolis National Speedway Indianapolis, Indiana 

Sunday, May 28 Valpo Speedway   Valparaiso, Indiana 

Wednesday, May 31 The Grand Arena   Industry, California 

Friday, June 2  Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, California 

Saturday, June 3 Indianapolis National Speedway Indianapolis, Indiana 

Wednesday, June 7 The Grand Arena   Industry, California 

Friday, June 9  Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, California 

Saturday June 10 Valpo Speedway   Valparaiso, Indiana   

Wednesday, June 14 The Grand Arena   Industry, California  

Friday, June 16 Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, California  

Saturday, June 17 Indianapolis National Speedway Indianapolis, Indiana 

Wednesday, June 21 The Grand Arena   Industry, California  

Friday, June 23 Fast Fridays Speedway  Auburn, California  

 
 

 
 
 


