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Spotlight on our  par tners… 

 

 

Major  Sponsors of USA Speedway 
for  2007 Include: 

 

In this issue… 
 

·  Facchini Brothers shine in U21 Nationals 

·  Scott Autrey named Team USA Honoree 

·  Final USA Speedway Rider of the Year 

nominees named for 2006 

·  LAST CHANCE ON… 

·  2007 early-bird membership discounts 

·  Your suggestions for major awards 

·  2007 rule change proposals 

·  7 great gift ideas for any occasion from 

USA Speedway 

·   News from you and, most important, 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM USA SPEEDWAY! 



 

 

Facchini Brothers shine (sun doesn’t) at U21 Nationals; 
California Youth titles to Ramirez, Green & McDougall 

INDUSTRY, Calif. – The images on the 
XtremeSpeedwayAction.com live webcast 
today at Industry Speedway looked like a 
British League match in March: A storm was 
rolling in with cold winds, temperatures 
hovered in the 50s, and there were more knit 
caps and hoodies being worn than you’d find at 
a convention of home invaders. 

The occasion was the 2006 AMA USA 
Speedway Under 21 National Championships 
and California State Youth Championships. 
And no matter how cool it was, everyone gave 
thanks for the roof on The Grand Arena and 
also for the young talent on display. 

This was one of those occasions when great 
riders like Greg Hancock, Bobby Schwar tz 
and Eddie Castro were on the sidelines 
cheering on the kids, and when Billy Hamill 
was cheering on his kid.  

After practice and a brief round of 
elimination heats, 36 riders aged 5-21 put on a 
high-quality event with 41 races jammed into a 
three-hour package. 

In the end, it was a Facchini Brothers 
family affair as Neil closed out the Under-21 
phase of his career with a stellar 15-point 
maximum and little brother Dale locked down 
the silver medal in a runoff over T.J. Fowler. 

In the Division 1 Youth class, with the 
California State Championship on the line, the 
contest on paper looked like Ben Essary vs. 
Krystal Cramer  vs. everybody else. But Jason 
Ramirez turned it into a battle for second as he 
won all three of his heats and dominated the 
main event. 

In the main, Ramirez was followed at the 
finish by Cramer and Essary as Bryce Starks 
just missed the podium. 

Youth D-2, also with the AMA USA 
Speedway State Championship on the line, 
featured a spirited battle between eventual 
winner Russell Green and Northern 
California’s Thomas Reich.  

Each ripped off three heat wins to set up a 

pivotal showdown in their fourth and final heat 
races. Green scored the win in that heat and the 
Green-Reich 1-2 finish was repeated in the 
main event as Chad Hoyt also earned a 
podium spot. 

Rounding out the program were four heats 
for the PeeWee State Championships with kids 
aged 5-8 front and center. River  McDougall 
swept to the State Championship while Kur tis 
Hamill and Cassandra Medellin rounded out 
the top three and 5-year-old Bryson Galvin put 
the first official race of his career in the books. 

The AMA USA Speedway Under 21 
National Championships were organized by 
USA Speedway Chairman Ryan Evans in 
cooperation with the Amer ican Speedway 
Coalition and the Industry Hills Event Center. 

The race featured a traditional 20-heat 
championship format and as it turned out Heat 
14 was the decider. Neil Facchini and T.J. 
Fowler both came into that heat with perfect 
scores and the winner would be able to control 
his own destiny the rest of the way. 

Neil nailed the start, while Fowler gated 
poorly and had to use every trick in his 
repertoire to overtake Tim Gomez for second. 
Facchini then sealed the deal with a tapes-to-
flag win in Heat 19 over a field including little 
brother Dale. 

The momentum was completely reversed 
for Fowler and the younger Facchini, both of 
whom are 18 years old, as Fowler started hot 
and faded while Facchini got stronger as the 
day went on. 

Dale dropped a point to Fowler in the first 
round and one to Kenny Ingalls in round four, 
while Fowler won his first three heats before 
losing to Neil Facchini.  

After Dale closed his evening with 12 
points Fowler needed a first or second in his 
final heat to lock up second on the day But in 
the 20th and last heat he struggled all the way 
and ran third to Dario Galvin (last year’s 
national runner-up) and Brian Starr. 



 

That left T.J. and Dale in a tie, and with the 
momentum in the Facchini camp running high 
Dale took the runoff and Fowler had to settle 
for third. 

Rounding out the top five in the scoring 
were Galvin and Ingalls with solid 11 point 
scores. Also in the top 10 were Br ian Star r , 
Tim Gomez, J.T. Mabry, New Yorker  Casey 

Donholt and J.J. Mar tynse.   
USA Speedway congratulates all of the 

riders who helped finish the 2007 competition 
season on a high…if chilly…note. Full results 
appear later in this issue. 

-- The live “ Turn Five”  webcast of 
XtremeSpeedwayAction.com was monitored by 

USA Speedway in preparing this report.    

 
More Banquet & Testimonial news 

Scott Autrey is final Team USA Speedway Honoree for ‘07 
Scott Autrey, one of the leading pioneers 

of America’s resurgence as an international 
Speedway power in the 1970s and ‘80s, has 
been named as the final AMA Team USA 
Speedway Honoree of 2007. 

Scott joins three great names of Speedway 
– Mike Bast, Barry Br iggs and the late 
Cordy Milne – as a 2007 honoree. . They will 
be recognized January 27-28 at the USA 
Speedway National Awards Banquet and 
Testimonial Presented by System Edström 
aboard the Hotel Queen Mary in Long Beach, 
California. 

Autrey had a superb nine-year career in the 
British Speedway League from 1973-1982 but 
among his many achievements his 1978 effort 
in the FIM World Championship stands out. 

It had been 30 years since an American 
stood on a World Speedway Championship 
podium, but Scott proved himself a contender 
with third-place finishes in both the Overseas 
Final and Intercontinental Final. 

That put him through to the World Finals at 
famed Wembley Stadium and he broke 
America’s long dry spell by scoring 11 points 

for a stirring third-place finish behind the great 
Ole Olsen and Gordon Kennett. 

Proving he was anything but a one-hit 
wonder, Scott was also a durable and 
dependable scorer for Exeter in British League 
racing. He raced in Exeter colors from 1973-
1979, replacing Ivan Mauger as captain in 1978 
and leading the entire league in scoring in 1979 
with a stout 10.91 average. 

He paved the way for the likes of Bruce 
Penhall to make their mark on the world scene 
and is a more than worthy selection as a 2007 
AMA Team USA Speedway Honoree.  

Tickets to the 2007 USA Speedway 
National Awards Banquet (Saturday evening, 
January 27) are $75 each and tickets to the 
Team USA Speedway Testimonial Breakfast 
and Honoree Ceremonies (Sunday morning, 
January 28) are $50 each. 

Weekend activities at the Queen Mary will 
end with the Team USA Speedway Fund-
Raising Auction and a stunning display of 
vintage and historic Speedway machines, free 
to the public on Sunday afternoon  

 
Final USA Speedway Rider of the Year nominees named 

Following today’s AMA USA Speedway 
Under 21 National Championships in Southern 
California, the slate of 2006 USA Speedway 
Rider of the Year nominees has been finalized. 

Named as Under 21 Rider of the Year 
nominees were: 
·  Newly crowned AMA USA Speedway Under 

21 National Champion Neil Facchini, who 

was also winner of the Industry Invitational 
on the same card as the California State 
Championships 

·  Dale Facchini, who was runner-up to his 
older brother in the Under 21 Nationals, 
finished 9th in the Division 1 California State 
Championships and qualified for a D-1 main 
event at Industry Speedway 



 

 

·  T.J. Fowler , whose season was impressive 
even if controversial. He was 3rd in today’s 
Under 21 Nationals, losing a runoff to Dale 
Facchini; was 2nd to veteran Char lie Venegas 
in the Fast Fridays Track Championships; and 
qualified for four Fast Fridays scratch main 
events. 

Saturday’s exciting action at Industry 
Speedway also gave young Jason Ramirez a 
chance to shine as he won the Youth Division 1 
California State Championship and earned a 
Rider  of the Year  nomination alongside the 
previously-named Krystal Cramer , Ben 
Essary and Ricky Felicio. 

Ramirez ran a limited schedule of races in 
2006 and scored two Youth Main Events at 
Industry Speedway in addition to today’s state 
championship win, which was convincing as he 
swept his three heats and the main event.  

Previously announced were the national and 
international riders vying for the overall USA 
Speedway Rider of the Year award: Billy 
Hamill, Greg Hancock, Char lie Venegas and 
Bryan Yarrow; and the riders named as East 
& Central Rider of the Year nominees: Todd 
Eads, Joe Garr ison and Wieslaw Oskiewicz. 

 

Last call for rule proposals    
All USA Speedway events are AMA-

sanctioned, and for the 2006 season USA 
Speedway operated under the AMA’s 2005 
Pro-Am Speedway Supplementary Regulations. 
Beginning in 2007, USA Speedway will issue a 
proprietary rule book which incorporates the 
protest and appeals process of AMA Sports.  

The USA Speedway Rules Committee will 
meet to consider 2007 rule changes on 
Saturday, January 27, 2007 in Long Beach, 
California. All members and interested parties 

are invited to submit rule proposals. To be 
placed on the formal agenda, proposals must 
be received on or  before January 10, 2007.  

A Rule Proposal form is included with this 
newsletter, is available for download from 
www.USASpeedway.org, and will be sent to 
you by e-mail or regular mail on request. 

  
 

 

 
7 great gift ideas from USA Speedway 
1. USA Speedway memberships: Founding 

Memberships are $200, Competition 
Memberships are $30 and Speedway 
Supporter memberships are $20…but 2007 
Competition and Supporter Memberships 
are priced at $25 and $20 until Christmas…  

2. USA Speedway National Awards 
Banquet tickets…The Queen Mary is the 
world’s coolest floating hotel and 
convention center and the only place to be 
on January 27. Give the Speedway lover in 
your life an evening with the stars and a 
great meal. Tickets are $75 each, but if your 
order is postmarked before Christmas and 
you mention “stocking stuffer”  you can 
knock off $5 per  ticket.  

3. AMA Team USA Speedway Testimonial 
Breakfast tickets…When’s the last time 
you had breakfast with Scott Autrey, Barry 
Briggs, Mike Bast, the family of the 
legendary Cordy Milne and a great 
supporting cast of Speedway stars? If the 
2007 Testimonial Breakfast doesn’ t bring a 
tear to your eye and a smile to your face 
then you’ re not a Speedway fan. Tickets are 
$50 each, but if your order is postmarked 
before Christmas and you mention 
“stocking stuffer”  you can knock off $5 
per  ticket.  

4. AMA Team USA Speedway Auction and 
Classic Bike Display…This 2nd Annual 
event will be bigger and better in 2007 as 
Terry “ Ike”  Clanton wields his mean 



 

 

gavel on January 28. Want to watch? It’s 
the best ticket price of the year…FREE! 
Want to bid on some of the great stuff that’s 
on the block? Bidding cards are just $10.  

5. 2006 Honoree Por traits. How about a 
collectable piece of Speedway history? We 
still have a limited number of signed and 
numbered prints of America’s Speedway 
world champions. Professionally 
photographed at last year’s Testimonial, 
this 8 x 10 color portrait is of Bruce 
Penhall, Sam Ermolenko, Billy Hamill 
and Greg Hancock, posed with the 
machine Jack Milne rode to the 1937 
world championship. Limited to 125 prints, 
these superb collectables are individually 
numbered and autographed by Bruce, Sam, 
Billy and Greg. We will never sell a print 
below the issue price of $100 and the 
digital image was destroyed after the run of 
125 prints was made. Buy one or more for 
the special folks in your life and watch their 
value grow…but budget more than $100, 

because when you see it you’ ll want to have 
your portrait custom-framed!   

6. 05 Souvenir  Glasses. We have a very 
limited number of 12-ounce etched-glass 
tumblers commemorating the inaugural 
Team USA Speedway testimonial. They 
come in boxed pairs at a blowout price of 
$12 including postage and handling.  

7. 1937 Wembley Wor ld Championship 
Souvenir  Program on CD in .pdf format. 
This is the next best thing to the ink-on-
paper program, which is scarcer than an 
ESO slider. This is a must for any 
Speedway history buff and comes courtesy 
of USA Speedway member Tom 
Hamilton. We’ ll send one your way for 
just $7, shipping included. 

 
To order any of the above, send us your 

name, address and payment or credit card 
information. Your goodies will be on the way 
within 72 hours or we’ ll go to the penalty line 
and knock off 30%! For memberships and 
tickets, use the forms that appear below.  

  

 
 

 
 

Last call to help select USA Speedway special award recipients 
USA Speedway members and enthusiasts 

are once again invited to send your  
suggestions for several special awards that will 
be presented at the USA Speedway National 
Awards Banquet on Jan. 27 in Long Beach. 
You can fax your recommendations to (740) 

397-1647 or e-mail them to 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net.  

Those awards include: 
USA Speedway Lifetime Achievement Award 
USA Speedway Sportsman of the Year 
USA Speedway Comeback Rider of the Year 
USA Speedway Hard Luck Rider of the Year 

 
 

  

Is there a history buff in the house? 
We could use the help of any statistics 

experts as we seek to fill some gaps in 
histor ical data on American and North 
American championships over the years. This 
week, we’ re specifically looking for 
confirmation of US National Junior Champions 

from 1975-1979. Pending confirmation, we 
have Lance King winning in 1975, 1977 and 
1978 and Louis Kossuth in 1976, and need to 
confirm whether a junior national event was 
held in 1979. Any help will be appreciated. 

  

 



 

 

Lost e-mail contacts 
We’re also trying to repair some e-mail 

lists, and the following addresses are among 
those to which messages are getting lost in the 
ozone. 

If any of these addresses are yours or 
belong to someone you know, and need 
updating, we’d appreciate a heads up:  

westlakerudy@netscape.com 
yetidave@aol.com 
stupers@aol.com 
rperks7@aol.com 
quadjammer@aol.com 
midfield58@aol.com 
mady1k@aol.com 
clarkepete@aol.com 

mountainmama@infostations.com 
Steve315@ascendance.net 
speedwayrace18@netzero.net 
lartamx5@adelphia.net 
dmichael@csuchico.edu 
mcracer27@comcast.net 
Phibulider@aol.com 
kiwikidi42@aol.com 
racefan27@yahoo.com 
kb6ut@yahoo.com 
Slider212@aol.com 
suscope37@yahoo.com 
spdwybaby@yahoo.com 
JawaB43@hotmail.com 
lukewarren@yahoo.com 

 

News from you and notes from HQ… 
It will probably take us all years to get used 

to, but in case you haven’ t noticed, Jawa isn’ t 
Jawa anymore…it’s JRM. The name change is 
being phased in, and in a nutshell is the result 
of one company owning the name Jawa and 
another company actually knowing how to 
build them…   

A special tip of our helmet goes to Mark 
Williams and XtremeSpeedwayAction.com 
as they continue to build a loyal international 
following to their live “Turn Five”  web casts. 
Mark, Lee Crecelius and everyone involved 
continue to hone their product and they are 
working on exciting future plans as well. If you 
are not a Turn Five regular, check out the 
archived event coverage and highlights at 
www.XtremeSpeedwayAction.com and join us 
in looking forward to more live action in 2007. 
It’s the next best thing to attending an AMA 
USA Speedway race in person… 

American veteran Ronnie Correy turned 
40 not long ago, but his “second career”  in 
British League Speedway continues in high 
gear. Rocket Ronnie will move into the Premier 
League with the Edinburgh Monarchs next 
season. 

He figures to have some friendly battles in 
’07 with Brent Werner and the Birmingham 
Brummies, and with another American signing 

or two yet to be announced for the Premier 
League... 

Valpo Speedway promoter and Jawa (oops, 
JRM) dealer Drew Gatewood throws a mean 
Christmas party every year at his shop not far 
from the shores of Lake Michigan, where 
ironically enough they had the exact same 
weather today as the Under 21 Nationals in 
(usually) sunny SoCal. Drew is a multi-talented 
guy who can not only cook up a mean pot of 
chili, but can accurately measure the capacity 
of a Jawa (oops, JRM) using nothing but a 
yardstick, a No. 2 pencil and his bifocals.  

In any case, Drew’s party is going on as 
these words are written, and is attended by 
many of the top Speedway riders from Indiana 
and the Midwest plus AMA Track Racing 
Director  Ken Saillant.  

Always big supporters of AMA Team USA 
Speedway, at last report Drew and Ken had 
raised $380 raffling off 2006 Team USA 
Speedway Honoree por traits of Bruce 
Penhall, Sam Ermolenko, Billy Hamill and 
Greg Hancock with Jack Milne’s J.A.P. 
Thanks, guys… 

When you work in Ohio and transact a lot 
of your business with people on the west coast 
(three hours behind), England (five hours 
ahead) and continental Europe (six hours 
ahead), you tend to keep weird hours. So, rather 



 

 

than announce any official office closing 
information for the holidays, we’ ll just hammer 
along on our usual bizarre schedule. Other than 
Christmas day, you’ ll either catch me in the 
office or on my cell phone. Meanwhile, best 
wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. And with that, this will put a 
wrap on the final USA Speedway Now! edition 
of 2006. We’ ll be back early in January with 
Volume 2, Number 1. 

-- Bill Amick, Executive Director 

 
 
Race results – Championship Event 
 
AMA USA SPEEDWAY UNDER 21 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
& CALIFORNIA STATE YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Industry Speedway at the Grand, City of Industry, California 
Saturday, December 16, 2006 
 
Under 21 National Championships – 20-Heat Championship Format 

1. – Dale Facchini, Riverside, CA, 15-point maximum; 2, Neil Facchini, Riverside, CA, 12 points (won runoff 
for 2nd); 3. T.J. Fowler, Palermo, CA, 12; 4. Dario Galvin, Corona, CA, and Kenny Ingalls, Foresthill, CA, 11 
each; 6. Brian Starr, Garden Grove, CA, 10; 7. Tim Gomez, Hesperia, CA, and J.T. Mabry, Napa, CA, 9 each; 9. 
Casey Donholt, Port Crane, NY, 7; 10. J.J. Martynse, Penryn, CA, 6; 11. Travis Henderson, Ojai, CA, Alex 
Marcucci, Nevada City, CA, and John Marquez, Menifee, CA, 4 each; 14. Brian Hollenbeck, Owego, NY, 3; 15. 
Ron Woodsford, Citrus Heights, CA, 2; 16. Tory Hubbert, Sacramento, CA, 1.  
 
 
Youth Division 1 California State Championships 
Top Qualifiers: 1. Jason Ramirez, Orange, CA, 9 point maximum; 2. Krystal Cramer, Chino, CA, 6; 3. Ben 
Essary, Yuba City, CA, and Bryce Starks, Meadow Vista, CA, 5 each; 5. Gino Manzares, Corona, CA, 4. 
Consolation: 1. Manzares; 2. Cody Ciciarelli, Auburn, CA; 3. Steven Reese, Yuba City, CA; 4. Joey Holt, Oak 
Hills, CA.  
Main Event: 1. Ramirez; 2. Cramer; 3. Essary; 4. Starks. 
 
Youth Division 2 California State Championships 
Top Qualifiers: 1. Russell Green, Anaheim, CA, 12-point maximum; 2. Thomas Reich, Auburn, CA, 11; 3. Chad 
Hoyt, Tustin, CA, 9; 4. Brad Pappalardo, Corona, CA, and Phillip Harmatiuk, Garden Grove, CA, 8 each.    
Consolation: 1. Harmatiuk; 2. Braydan Galvin, Corona, CA; 3. Samuel Ramirez, Orange, CA; 4. Eloy Medellin 
III, Yorba Linda, CA.   
Main Event: 1. Green; 2. Reich; 3. Pappalardo; 4. Hoyt.  
 
PeeWee California State Championships 
1. River McDougall, Bakersfield, CA; 2. Kurtis Hamill, Carlsbad, CA; 3. Cassandra Medellin, Yorba Linda, CA; 4. 
Bryson Galvin, Corona, CA. 
 
 
 

Upcoming events 
Jan. 20   Wheel2Wheel Raceway   Victorville, CA 
    
Jan. 27-28, 2007 USA Speedway Awards Banquet  Long Beach, CA 
   And Testimonial 
 

 



 

 

USA Speedway patrons 

USA Speedway appreciates the support of 
each any every member of our association and 
will devote this space in USA Speedway Now! 
to acknowledge our Founding and Industry 
Members.  

For information on USA Speedway 
membership, check out the details at 
www.usaspeedway.org or drop us a message at 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net. 

Want a spiffy two-digit USA Speedway 
membership number and recognition as one of 
the key folks who helped launch the first 
national organization ever created for the sport 
of Speedway? If so, use the membership 
application below and become a USA 
Speedway Founder today.

 
USA Speedway Founding Members 

Bill Amick, Howard, OH, USA Speedway No. 99 
Graham Brodie, England, USA Speedway No. 20 

Richard Child, Riverside, CA, USA Speedway No. 12 
Donavon Dorsey, Benton City, WA, USA Speedway No. 19 

Steve Elstins, Martinez, CA, USA Speedway No. 18 
Brian Gaines, Indianapolis, IN, USA Speedway No. 11 

Drew Gatewood, Chesterton, IN, USA Speedway No. 13 
Johnny Greeley, Indianapolis, IN, USA Speedway No. 18 

Richard Mignano, Cottonwood, CA, USA Speedway No. 16 
Rick Newlee, Sedona, AZ, USA Speedway No. 14 

Hugh Randolph, Newport Beach, CA, USA Speedway No. 21 
Andy Schwarm, Monrovia, CA, USA Speedway No. 15 

Dave Weicht, Pierceton, IN, USA Speedway No. 17 
 

USA Speedway Industry Members 
American Speedway Coalition, Huntington Beach, CA – Represented by Lee Crecelius 

Cody Racing Products, Garden Grove, CA, Represented by Bill Cody 
Fast Fridays Motorcycle Speedway, Auburn, CA, Represented by Dave Joiner 

Gaines Financial Services, Indianapolis, IN, Represented by Brian Gaines 
Heartland Media and Events LLC, Mt. Vernon, OH (Non-voting), Represented by Bill Amick 

System Edström of Sweden, El Cajon, CA, Represented by Lars Larsson  
 

  USA Speedway Now! is published by USA Speedway, the 
exclusive Speedway affiliate of the AMA.  
 
·  To add readers to our distribution list, please send their name, e-mail address and 

other contact information to usaspeedway@earthlink.net. 
·  To submit a letter or news item or to unsubscribe, mail your item to USA 

Speedway, 118 East High Street, Suite A, Mt. Vernon, OH 43050, or address your 
e-mail to usaspeedway@earthlink.net.  

·  For USA Speedway membership information or promoter services, call us at (740) 
397-1647, request info from usaspeedway@earthlink.com or visit 
www.usaspeedway.org . 

·  Most USA Speedway information and basic forms are available at 
www.usaspeedway.org, but don’ t hesitate to call for assistance. 
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