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USA Speedway, the exclusive 
Speedway affiliate of the American 
Motorcyclist Association.  

·  To add readers to our distribution list, 
please send their name, e-mail address and other 
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·  For information on joining USA 
Speedway, call us at (740) 397-1647 or request 
info from usaspeedway@earthlink.com. 

·  USA Speedway information and forms 
also available at www.usaspeedway.org. 
 

In this issue… 
·  First two 2007 Team USA Speedway 

Honorees announced:  
o MIKE BAST 
o CORDY MILNE 
o + 2 To Be Named 

·  Book your USA Speedway Banquet & 
Testimonial tickets and rooms 

·  VOTE TODAY! Rider Rep ballots must be  
postmarked by Friday, Dec. 8 

·  Under 21 competition will be Grand 
·  Help USA Speedway select award winners 
·  List of awards to be presented at Queen 

Mary on January 27-28 
·  Auction to benefit Team USA Speedway 
·  Race reports from Victorville and Mojave 

Crossing 
·  And the proverbial much more… 



 

System Edström will anchor Queen Mary activities; 
Mike Bast and Cordy Milne first honorees to be named 

USA Speedway welcomes System 
Edstrom of Sweden as the presenting sponsor 
of the 2nd Annual USA Speedway National 
Awards Banquet & Testimonial and proudly 
announces that legendary Speedway figures 
Mike Bast and Cordy Milne will be among 
the Team USA Speedway Honorees at the 
event. 

The historic Queen Mary ocean liner, now a 
prestigious hotel and conference center 
permanently moored in Long Beach, 
California, will be the site of the 2007 USA 
Speedway Awards Banquet and Testimonial, 
scheduled January 27-28. 

There will be three major elements of the 
busy weekend, and all are open to Speedway 
enthusiasts and supporters: 

·  USA Speedway National Awards 
Banquet…Scheduled for Saturday 
evening, January 27, the Awards 
Banquet will recognize the top 
American Speedway racers of 2006 and 
will also include a number of special 
award presentations. See below for the 
current list of riders who will receive 
awards. Tickets are on sale now. 

·  Team USA Speedway Honoree 
Ceremonies…The formal Honoree 
Ceremonies will take place on Sunday 
morning, January 28, with two honorees 
named here plus two to be confirmed 
later in December: 
·  MIKE BAST…The great Mike 
Bast was America’s first seven-time 
National Speedway Champion and 
today shares that distinction with Greg 
Hancock. Considered by many to be 
America’s finest Speedway racer, Mike 
has confirmed that he will attend and he 
will be inducted as a Team USA 
Speedway Honoree by his old buddy 
Bill “ Wild Bill”  Cody. 

·  CORDY MILNE…The late 
Cordy Milne stands out among a 
remarkable group of American racers 

who made a lasting impression on the 
international Speedway racing scene 
during the years leading up to World 
War II. His record of four American 
National Championships (1934-35-47-
48) stood for 30 years and he almost 
certainly would have equaled his 
Brother Jack’s achievement of winning 
a World Speedway Championship had 
World War II not interrupted the 
championship during his prime. Cordy 
Milne’s championship machine will be 
on display and his family will be 
represented.   

·  ALSO TO BE HONORED: 
Two additional legends from Speedway 
sport will be confirmed later in 
December. This year’s honorees will 
join five great riders who were honored 
last year in the exclusive club of Team 
USA Speedway Honorees: Sam 
Ermolenko, Billy Hamill, Greg 
Hancock, Jack Milne and Bruce 
Penhall.  

·  Team USA Speedway Fund-
Raising Auction…An exciting 
weekend will conclude on Sunday 
afternoon, January 28, with the Team 
USA Speedway Auction featuring 
dozens of great items ranging from 
small items of memorabilia to major 
lots that are sure to inspire spirited 
bidding. Proceeds will benefit AMA 
Team USA Speedway in 2007 
international competitions including the 
Speedway World Cup and FIM Under 
21 World Championships. More details 
will be published in the days and weeks 
to come, and USA Speedway welcomes 
all enthusiasts to donate auction items.  

Ask any of the 250+ Speedway enthusiasts 
who attended last year’s inaugural testimonial 
and they’ ll tell you it was a great celebration of 
Speedway and an incredible opportunity to 
mingle with stars past and present. 



 

With the expansion of this year event to 
include the USA Speedway National Awards 
Banquet it figures to be even more fun and 
offer more excitement. 

System Edström of Sweden has renewed 
its presenting sponsorship of a year ago and we 
will announce other major sponsors in the 
coming weeks. 

For more information on corporate and 
individual sponsorship opportunities, contact 
Hear tland Media and Events and USA 
Speedway at (740) 397-1647 or send an e-mail 
to usaspeedway@earthlink.net. 

Tickets to the 2007 USA Speedway 
National Awards Banquet are $75 each and 
tickets to the Team USA Speedway 

Testimonial Breakfast and Honoree 
Ceremonies are $50 each. 

The Team USA Speedway Fund-Raising 
Auction is free to the public and will include a 
stunning display of vintage and historic 
Speedway machines. Many of the machines on 
display will be courtesy of Rick and Pat 
Newlee of the Arizona Speedway Museum. 

Bidding cards will be provided at no charge 
to persons purchasing tickets to the awards 
banquet and/or honoree ceremonies and others 
can purchase bidding cards on the day for just 
$10.  

Questions? Drop us a line at 118 East High 
Street, Mt. Vernon, OH 43050, send your e-
mail to usaspeedway@earthlink.net or call us at 
(740) 397-1747. 

 

USA Speedway National Awards Banquet: 
Preliminary list of awards to be presented 

Here is the preliminary list of USA 
Speedway riders and personalities who have 
won 2006 awards from USA Speedway and 
AMA Team USA Speedway that will be 

presented on the Queen Mary on the weekend 
of January 27-28, 2007. 

Letters will be sent soon to all award 
recipients, but feel free to contact us for details. 

 
·  2007 TEAM USA SPEEDWAY TESTIMONIAL HONOREES 

o Mike Bast 
o Cordy Milne 

o Two Honorees to be named later in 
December 

 

·  USA SPEEDWAY SPECIAL AWARDS* – Winners To Be Announced at Awards Banquet 
o Lifetime Achievement Award 
o Sportsman of the Year 

o Comeback Rider of the Year 
o Hard Luck Rider of the Year 

o USA Speedway Riders of the Year for 2006 
o USA Speedway Rider of the Year – Nominees will be announced Dec. 11 
o USA Speedway Under 21 Rider of the Year – Nominees will be announced Dec. 18 
o USA Speedway Youth Rider of the Year – Nominees will be announced Dec. 11 
o USA Speedway Central Rider of the Year – Nominees will be announced Dec. 11 

·  *  Recommendations for the above special awards are welcomed at 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net or by fax to (740) 397-1647 

 
·  AMA USA SPEEDWAY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 

o 1st – Greg Hancock 
o 2nd – Billy Hamill 
o 3rd – Mike Faria  
o 4th – Charlie Venegas 
o 5th – Tommy Hedden 

o 6th – Eddie Castro 
o 7th – Bryan Yarrow 
o 8th – Nate Perkins 
o 8th – Bart Bast 
o 10th – Shawn McConnell 



 

 
·  AMA USA SPEEDWAY UNDER 21 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS: December 16 

o 1st – TBD 
o 2nd – TBD 
o 3rd – TBD  
o 4th – TBD 
o 5th – TBD 

o 6th – TBD 
o 7th – TBD 
o 8th – TBD 
o 8th – TBD 
o 10th – TBD 

 

·  AMA USA SPEEDWAY YOUTH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
o 1st – Ricky Felicio 
o 2nd – Ben Essary 
o 3rd – Bryce Starks  
o 4th – Joey Holt 
o 4th – Will Hilgenberg 

o 4th – Krystal Cramer 
o 7th – Steven Reese 
o 8th – Amber Felicio 
o 8th – Eric Randolph 
o 10th – Tanner Kane 

 
·  CALIFORNIA STATE CHAMPIONS 

o State Champion: Josh Larsen 
o Youth Champion: TBD 12-16 

o PeeWee Champion: TBD 12-16 

 
·  USA SPEEDWAY CENTRAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 

o 1st: -- Wieslaw Oskiewicz 
o 2nd: -- Todd Eads 
o 3rd: -- Jim Terchila 

o 4th – Artur Taraszka 
o 5th – Dan Weicht 

·  USA SPEEDWAY TRACK CHAMPIONS 
o Fast Fridays Speedway 
o Charlie Venegas (D-1) 
o Bill Warnock (D-2) 

o Paul Schoen (D-3) 

 
o Grand Arena 
o D-1 Charlie Venegas 
o D-2: Neil Facchini 
o D-3: Jamie Myers 

o Youth D-1: Krystal Cramer 
o Youth D-2: Russell Green 

 
o Indianapolis National Speedway 
o D-1: Todd Eads o D-2: B.J. Fesselmeyer

o Valpo Speedway 
o D-1: Wieslaw Oskiewicz 

o Victorville Speedway 
o D-1: Eddie Castro 
o D-2: Travis Henderson 
o D-3: Scott York 

o Sidecar: Mark Adams & Ashley Thill 
o Youth: Gino Manzares 
o PeeWee: Garrett Nepi 

 

 



 

Voting is Now or Never for Rules Committee Rider Reps! 
Balloting closes on Friday, December 8 

Time is running out for USA Speedway 
members to take advantage of their right to 
elect Rider  Representatives to the USA 
Speedway Rules Committee for 2007-08. 

Balloting closes on December 8, so it’ s now 
or never if you want to exercise your 
membership privileges. Here’s how: 

1. Make sure that you have a current 
(2006) USA Speedway Competition or 
Founding Membership, and if not send 
your membership dues with a 
completed membership application you 
can print from this newsletter or 
download from www.usaspeedway.org. 

2. Review the complete election rules and 
procedures at the end of this article 

3. Use the ballot provided in this 
newsletter (or download from 

www.usaspeedway.org to vote for the 
representative of your choice.  

4. Complete all of the information on the 
official ballot and return it to USA 
Speedway no later than December 8. 
Ballots postmarked after  December  8 
will not be counted. 

Election results will be announced in mid-
December.  

Reminders: You must use the official ballot 
and must be a 2006 USA Speedway 
Competition (or founding) Member to take part 
in the election. Ballots and Membership 
Applications appear later in this newsletter and 
we’ ll also be happy to e-mail you copies on 
request. 

Here are the full details on the election: 

·  All Competition and Founding Members of USA Speedway are eligible to vote for and serve as Rider 
Representatives on the USA Speedway Rules Committee.  
·  Riders are free to elect any individual as their representatives. The Rider Reps may or may not be active 
riders and do not have to live in the region they are elected to serve. 
·  Rider Reps will be elected to two-year terms. The Rider Reps will join the USA Speedway Rules Committee 
for its next scheduled meeting (January 27, 2007, in Long Beach, California) and will serve until December 31 of 
2008.  
·  1 Rider Rep will be elected to represent riders from the Northwest, 1 Rider Rep will be elected to represent 
riders from the Southwest and 1 Rider Rep will be elected to represent riders from the East & Central Regions. 
·  USA Speedway members may vote only once and votes will be tallied in the home region of the voter. 
·  Only ballots sent by current Competition and Founding members of USA Speedway will be considered valid. 
Riders wishing to join USA Speedway and participate in the election can use the 2006 membership application 
that appears in this issue or request an application from USASpeedway@earthlink.net.  
·  Election results will be from a count of all valid ballots. Ties will be broken by a vote of the Rules Committee. 
·  The deadline for ballots to be received by USA Speedway is Friday, December 8. 
·  Election results will be announced in USA Speedway Now! and online at www.usaspeedway.org.  

 
Under 21 National Championship will be “ Grand”  

The 2006 AMA USA Speedway Under  21 
National Speedway Championship is just 
around the corner and is the final speedway 
event of the year sanctioned by the AMA and 
USA Speedway. 

The Grand Arena in City of Industry, 
California, will host the event along with USA 
Speedway California State Championship 
races for  Youth and PeeWee r iders. 

All events are open to any AMA/USA 
Speedway members provided they meet the age 
requirements, and the deadline to sign-up is this 
Friday, December 8. 

Among California riders planning to 
compete for the Under 21 National 
Championship will be 2004 champion Justin 
Boyle, who has missed the entire season 
because of injury, and last year’s third-place 
finisher, Tim Gomez.  



 

 

Aaron Laird will trailer over from 
Colorado to take part, and at least two east-
coast challengers – New Yorkers Br ian 
Hollenbeck and Casey Donholt – are also 
expected on the program. 

The age requirements for the AMA USA 
Speedway Under 21 National Championship 
event are:  

Minimum Age -- Riders must be 16 years 
of age on or before December 16, 2006.  

Maximum Age: Riders who reached their 
21st birthday before or during calendar year 
2005 are not eligible. 

The winner of the event will receive an 
automatic bid to the 2007 FIM Junior World 

Championships, with a first-round qualifying 
event on May 13, 2007, in England.  

Note: The seeded position is subject to the 
rider meeting all FIM eligibility requirements. 
Riders who turn 21 during calendar year 2006, 
for example, are eligible for the AMA USA 
Speedway 2006 Championship but will not be 
eligible for the 2007 FIM Under 21 
Championship. 

Contact event organizer Ryan Evans to sign 
up or for more information at 
sideways31@aol.com or call (626) 643-7598. 

 

  

You can help USA Speedway select special award recipients 
All USA Speedway members and 

enthusiasts are invited to send your suggestions 
for several special awards that will be presented 
at the USA Speedway National Awards 
Banquet on Jan. 28 in Long Beach, California. 

Send your recommendations to 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net or fax them to us 
at (740) 397-1647.  

Nominees for most Rider of the Year 
awards will be announced on December 11 and 
the Under 21 Riders of the Year nominees will 
be announced on December 18. 

In addition to the USA Speedway L ifetime 
Achievement Award, which was presented 
last year to “Captain America”  Bobby 
Schwar tz, the following special awards have 
been established: 

 
USA Speedway Riders of the Year  
USA Speedway Rider  of the Year  

USA Speedway Under  21 Rider  of the Year  
USA Speedway Youth Rider  of the Year  

USA Speedway East &  Central Rider  of the Year  
 

Special Awards 
USA Speedway Spor tsman of the Year  

USA Speedway Comeback Rider  of the Year  
USA Speedway Hard Luck Rider  of the Year  

  

Learn the art of Speedway from the legends… 

Speedway legends Ivan Mauger  and Mike 
Bast will be in Northern California on April 7 
and 8 to conduct two intensive one-day 
Speedway training sessions at Fast Fridays 
Speedway in Auburn.  

The six-time FIM World Champion and 
seven-time AMA National Champion will 

address not only riding techniques but the 
importance of proper preparation and mental 
attitude in a sport where proper tuning of your 
bike, your body and your mind are all essential 
to winning. 

Cost for a one-day session is $225 and you 
can get a full brochure from Gary Rober ts if 



 

 

you e-mail him at groberts@iee.org or from 
Mike Bast by calling (530) 878-2928. 

The schools will come just ahead of the 
2007 season openers of two tracks that have 
already declared their 2007 affiliations with 
USA Speedway: 

The Grand Arena in City of Industry will 
open up for 2007 on Wednesday, April 11; and 
Fast Fridays Speedway kicks off the NorCal 
season on Friday, May 11. 

Meanwhile, Victorville Speedway at the 
San Bernardino County Fairgrounds will 

already have several 2007 sanctioned events 
under its belt by April. Promoters John Aden 
and Steve Evans will take advantage of 
Victorville’s high desert climate and open 2007 
with early-season events on January 20, 
February 10 and February 24. 

Full schedules will be added to this 
newsletter as soon as the formal sanctioning 
process is concluded.  

  

    

.News from you and notes from HQ… 
Former AMA Junior National Champion 

and veteran British League rider Brent 
Werner  will open his 2007 season with a new 
team, the Birmingham Brummies of the 
Premier League. This marks a return of BSPA 
action to Birmingham after an absence of 20 
years...  

Also signing a Premier League contract for 
2007 was Matt Browne, but he inked a 
contract with the Swedish Smerdna squad to 
race on Thursday nights in Eskilstuna. Matt, 
23, will have the benefit of GM engines from 
Bill Nilsson but will have a tough road in his 
rookie season. Because of team-building rules 
favoring home-grown talent, Matt will have to 
ride to a stout 7.95 average. He hopes to also 
latch on to a British team in 2007… 

Lars Larsson of System Edström is a key 
member of Team Hancock on the Grand Prix 
Speedway scene and has won a lot of 
motocross and off-road events over the years. 
We’ re sorry to report that Lars took a very hard 
fall recently at Glen Helen Motocross Park, but 
pleased to say that his injuries were limited to a 
general bruising and battering. Lars was 
making a bid for the lead on a 250cc KTM two-
stroke when he suffered what he called “ the 
hardest crash of my life.”  One moment he was 
flat out in fourth gear on a rutted straightaway 
and the next moment the bike looped and threw 
the Motorcycle Hall of Fame member to the 
ground, breaking his helmet but fortunately no 
bones. Lars could hardly walk for several days 
but was starting to perk up when we checked in 

with him. Get well soon, Lars, and we’ ll see 
you on the Queen Mary in January… 

Old friend Graham Reeve, a long-time 
British Speedway official and strong supporter 
of youth speedway projects, writes to report the 
untimely death of John Smith in 
Bournemouth, England, on November 20 after 
a brief illness. John was just 57-years-old and 
his passing saddens many past members of 
Team USA Speedway. Smith was manager of 
the Reading Racers in the early 1980s and 
Americans Bobby Schwartz, Steve Gresham 
and the late Denny Pyeatt all raced for him. 
Smith later assisted the late John W. Scott in 
coordination of Team USA activities and was 
active as a travel agent – JMS All Stars -- 
specializing in Speedway sport and events in 
Czechoslovakia… 

Several Americans are on their way to 
England for this weekend’s Brighton Bonanza. 
Can Bobby “ Captain Amer ica”  Schwar tz 
and Shawn “ Mad Dog”  McConnell win it 
again? You bet they can, but among the kids 
they’ ll have to handle will be Ryan Fisher  and 
Chr is Kerr…    

Finally, another confidential note to the 
USA Speedway Now! reader who contacted us 
anonymously to express concern about a legal 
issue involving a member of the Southern 
California Speedway community. If you see 
this note, please contact me at your 
convenience and be assured that your identity 
will remain confidential.    

-- Bill Amick, Executive Director 



 

 

 

Race Reports – Standard Events 
 
Wheel2Wheel Raceway, Victorville, California 
November 18, 2006 
West Coast Speedway League Round 2 

Teammates Buck Blair and Eddie Castro 
each scored a full maximum on November 18 
to lead the Industry Aces to a solid victory 
over the Victorville Vikings and the 
Sacramento Silver  Machine in the season 
finale at Wheel2Wheel Raceway in Victorville, 
California.  

The 1-2 punch from Blair and Castro 
allowed the Aces to capture the 2006 West 
Coast Speedway League Championship.  

Blair was riding at No. 1 and Castro at No. 
3 and both swept all four of their heat races. 
The Aces also enjoyed a solid bottom-of-the-
order performance from Bryan Buffington 
and Kenny Hansen, who in a combined four 
starts were never beaten by a Victorville or 
Sacramento opponent. 

Victorville’s runners-up were led by Scott 
Brant with 11 points in his first race at 
Victorville since the 2004 AMA National 
Championship Series. Tim Gomez and Dale 
Facchini pitched in paid-nine points each while 
Australian Kevin Doolan and Neil Facchini 
scored eight apiece to lock up second place for 
the Vikings with a 43-point total. 
       Chr is Kerr  made his return to Victorville 
after spending 2006 as a promising rookie with 
the Redcar  Bears of the British Premier 
League. He scored 10 points to lead the efforts 
of Sacramento, and Michael Hull chipped in 
another nine points, but it wasn©t enough to 
keep the Silver Machine from finishing third. 

       The top eight scorers from the team 
competition advanced to two semifinals, from 
which the top two transferred to the main event. 
That gave the Industry Aces two main event 
starters (Blair and Castro), while Victorville 
(Brant) and Sacramento (Kerr) had one each.   

Industry’s Blair exploded off the line from 
gate one and was followed by Kerr while Brant 
and Castro battled on the outside. Blair held on 
for the entire distance while a fierce battle 
played out behind him. Kerr finished second 
with Castro third and Brant fourth. 
       Buffington©s perfect score in the team 
competition carried over to the Clubman Main 
as he led from start to finish over Tyler  
Hansen, Steve Dziadus, Rick Fr itch, Jeff 
I rwin and Kenny Hansen. 
       Sean Billenstein traveled from the North 
to make his first appearance at Victorville and 
he was the early leader in the Support Main, 
but John Marquez carved through the pack 
and relieved Billenstein of the lead on the last 
lap with Lance Remington third, followed by 
Mike Nutting, Joe Dillard and Scott York. 
       Joey Holt defeated Russell Green to win 
the Youth Main Event. 
     Although this was the final event at 
Wheel2Wheel Raceway for 2006, the 2007 
season is already approaching with the New 
Year©s Classic scheduled for Saturday 
afternoon, January 20.                 -- Ryan Evans

 
Results 
West Coast Speedway League: Industry Aces 51, Victorville Vikings 43, Sacramento Silver Machine 31. 

Industry Leading Scorers: 1. Buck Blair, 12 from 4 rides; 1. Eddie Castro, 12 from 4 rides; 3. Ricky Wells, 
8+1 from 4 rides  

Victorville Leading Scorers: 1. Scott Brant, 11 from 4 rides; 2. Tim Gomez, 8+1 from 4 rides; 3. Kevin 
Doolan, 7+1 from 4 rides; 3. Neil Facchini, 7+1 from 4 rides.  

Sacramento Leading Scorers: 1. Chris Kerr, 10 from 4 rides; 2. Michael Hull, 9 from 4 rides; 3, Bryan 
Yarrow, 5 from 4 rides.  

Support Main – 1. John Marquez; 2. Sean Billenstein; 3. Lance Remington; 4. Mike Nutting; 5. Joe Dillard; 
6. Scott York.  



 

 

Youth Main – 1. Joey Holt; 2. Russell Green.  
Clubman Main – 1. Bryan Buffington; 2. Tyler Hansen; 3. Steve Dziadus; 4. Rick Fritch; 5. Jeff Irwin; 6. 

Kenny Hansen.    
Consolation – 1. Tim Gomez; 2. Ricky Wells; 3. Dale Facchini; 4. Michael Hull. 
Main Event – 1. Buck Blair; 2. Chris Kerr; 3. Eddie Castro; 4. Scott Brant.  

 
 
 
Arizona Thanksgiving Speedway Invitational 
Mojave Crossing Event Center, Fort Mojave, Arizona 
November 25, 2006 

Former World Champion Billy " The 
Bullet"  Hamill added another title to his 
extensive trophy collection by winning the First 
Annual Thanksgiving Invitational at the 
Mojave Crossing Event Center  in Bullhead 
City, Arizona. 
       Hamill, who had to qualify for the main in 
a four-rider runoff for two spots, was lined up 
in Gate 4 for the main event, and when the 
tapes went up he trapped the field entering turn 
one and left little doubt of the outcome. 

Australian star Kevin Doolan, the high-
point qualifier with 13 of a possible 15, gave 
chase but couldn©t gain any ground.  Behind 
Doolan came Shawn McConnell, who 
qualified for the feature with 12 qualifying 
points, and Tommy Hedden, who like Hamill 
fought his way to the final via the runoff. 

Hamill increased his lead with every lap 
and cruised to victory over Doolan, and 
McConnell out-dueled Hedden for third. 
       The event was held at the beautiful Mojave 
Crossing Event Center, located across the 
Colorado River from the Avi Casino near 
Laughlin, Nevada.   

It was the first-ever AMA USA Speedway 
event at the facility and a first-ever promotion 
by Division One speedway star Nate Perkins 
of nearby Bullhead City, Arizona. 

A top field of riders answered Nate’s call to 
compete in the event, which offered a 
traditional 20-heat, 16-rider championship 
format followed by a sudden-death four-rider 
main event. 

In a very competitive program, every rider 
dropped at least two points. Doolan and 

McConnell transferred directly to the main 
event with their scores of 13 and 12, and four 
stars went to the runoff with 11 points each: 
Hamill, Hedden, Mike Far ia and Ryan 
Fisher .  

Just missing a shot at the main was Billy 
Janniro, who was back from England for the 
off-season and scored 10 points.  
    At the intermission after three of five rounds, 
Doolan and McConnell had already asserted 
themselves with eight points each of a possible 
nine. Faria, Janniro, and Hedden had seven 
points, while Fisher had six and Perkins and 
Hamill were tied on five. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise was Hamill, 
who was in serious danger of missing the main 
event, something that rarely happens when the 
veteran gets home from Europe to race for his 
home fans. 
       But you never count out The Bullet, and he 
gained ground in his fourth ride by defeating 
Doolan and Hedden. 

With one round to go, Doolan, McConnell, 
Faria and Janniro were tied with 10 points, 
followed by Fisher with nine and Hedden and 
Hamill with eight each. 

Hamill won again in Heat 18 to reach 11 
points, and then had to hold his breath to see 
what would happen in pivotal Heats 19 and 20. 
At that point Doolan was already assured a spot 
in the main event but the final three spots were 
wide open. 

Hedden held off Fisher for the win in Heat 
19, putting both into a tie with Hamill on 11 
points. Going into the final heat, Doolan 



 

 

remained the only rider with a ticket to the 
final. 

Faria, Janniro and McConnell, all with 10 
points and fire in their eyes, lined up for Heat 
20 with Eddie Castro, who was having an off 
night with 2 points from four rides. 

Janniro exploded from the line and took a 
comfortable lead, but then he hooked up exiting 
turn four and tumbled hard.  

A restart was ordered with Janniro 
relegated to the penalty line. McConnell got the 
best start and took the early lead while Castro 
threatened on the outside.   

“Fast Eddie”  found plenty of traction on the 
outside, pulled alongside McConnell and 
surged ahead on the final lap to secure a 
spectacular win. The appreciative crowd gave 
Castro a standing ovation, and second was just 
enough to put McConnell directly into the 
main.  

When the scores were tallied Faria’s third-
place finish meant he would battle Hamill, 

Hedden, and Fisher in a runoff for the final two 
spots in the main and Janniro was a point shy 
and done for the evening. 
       Hamill made no mistakes and led from the 
pole while Fisher settled into second and 
seemed to be headed for the main until he 
found too much traction in turn four and went 
over backward in the same spot that ended 
Janniro’s march to the main.  

Tommy Hedden performed a magnificent 
laydown to avoid a potential disaster. Hamill 
was awarded the win and Hedden second as the 
pair moved on to the main. 

Four laps later Hamill had completed an 
impressive comeback and climbed the top step 
of the podium after winning the feature over 
Doolan, McConnell and Hedden.      
       Feedback from both riders and an excellent 
crowd was overwhelmingly positive and Nate 
Perkins plans to present several more events at 
the Mojave Crossing Event Center in 2007. 
                                                     -- Ryan Evans

 
Results 
20-Heat Championship Format Scores: 1. Kevin Doolan, 13 points; 2. Shawn McConnell, 12; 3. Billy 

Hamill, Tommy Hedden, Mike Faria and Ryan Fisher, 11 points each; 7. Billy Janniro, 10; 8. Chris Kerr, 7; 9. 
Bryan Yarrow, 6; 10. Scott Brant, Nate Perkins, Eddie Castro and Tim Gomez, 5 each; 14. Charlie Venegas, 3; 
15. Dukie Ermolenko and Shaun Harmatiuk, 2 each. 

Runoff (awarded) to determine final two riders in Main Event: 1. Hamill; 2. Hedden; 3. Faria; 4. Ryan 
Fisher. 

Thanksgiving Invitational Main Event: 1. Hamill; 2. Doolan; 3. McConnell; 4. Hedden.  
 

 

Upcoming events 

Dec. 16  The Grand Arena    City of Industry, CA 
   Under 21 National Championships 
 
Jan. 20   Wheel2Wheel Raceway   Victorville, CA 
    
Jan. 27-28, 2007 USA Speedway Awards Banquet  Long Beach, CA 
   And Testimonial 
 

 



 

 

USA Speedway patrons 

USA Speedway appreciates the support of 
each any every member of our association and 
will devote this space in USA Speedway Now! 
to acknowledge our Founding and Industry 
Members.  

For information on USA Speedway 
membership, check out the details at 

www.usaspeedway.org or drop us a message at 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net. 

Meanwhile, we welcome our newest 
Founding Members (Donavon Dorsey and 
Andy Schwarm) and Industry Member 
(System Edström of Sweden) to USA 
Speedway.

 
 

USA Speedway Founding Members 
Bill Amick, Howard, OH, USA Speedway No. 99 
Graham Brodie, England, USA Speedway No. 20 

Richard Child, Riverside, CA, USA Speedway No. 12 
Donavon Dorsey, Benton City, WA, USA Speedway No. 19 

Steve Elstins, Martinez, CA, USA Speedway No. 18 
Brian Gaines, Indianapolis, IN, USA Speedway No. 11 

Drew Gatewood, Chesterton, IN, USA Speedway No. 13 
Johnny Greeley, Indianapolis, IN, USA Speedway No. 18 

Richard Mignano, Cottonwood, CA, USA Speedway No. 16 
Rick Newlee, Sedona, AZ, USA Speedway No. 14 

Andy Schwarm, Monrovia, CA, USA Speedway No. 15 
Dave Weicht, Pierceton, IN, USA Speedway No. 17 

 
 

USA Speedway Industry Members 
American Speedway Coalition, Huntington Beach, CA – Represented by Lee Crecelius 

Cody Racing Products, Garden Grove, CA, Represented by Bill Cody 
Fast Fridays Motorcycle Speedway, Auburn, CA, Represented by Dave Joiner 

Gaines Financial Services, Indianapolis, IN, Represented by Brian Gaines 
Heartland Media and Events LLC, Mt. Vernon, OH (Non-voting), Represented by Bill Amick 

System Edström of Sweden, El Cajon, CA, Represented by Lars Larsson  
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