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Notes from HQ...

Congratulations to Greg Hancock for his
historic and hard-earned AMA USA Speedway
National Championship, his fourth in-a-row and
seventh overall, tying the great Mike Bast for
career championships.

Coming on the heels of his silver-medal
performance in the FIM Grand Prix Series, AMA
title No. 7 caps off what has to be Greg's finest
season since capturing the 1997 FIM World
Championship.

Congrats also to series runner-up Billy
Hamill and to Mike Faria and Charlie Venegas,
who ended up 3" and 4™ in the series by virtue
of Mike'swin in arunoff for the bronze medal.

It was also a super season for Tommy
Hedden, whose first career appearancein a
national A-Main secured aNo. 5 nationa
ranking and an automatic bid to the 2007
national series. More below. Meanwhile, we
can’'t wait for the 2007 national series!
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issued by USA Soeedway, the exclusive
Soeedway affiliate of the American
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- To submit a * |etter to the editor” or news
item, mail itemsto USA Speedway, 118 East
High Street, Suite A, Mt. Vernon, OH 43050 or
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usaspeedway@ear thlink.net.

- For information on joining USA
Soeedway, call us at (740) 397-1647 or request
info from usaspeedway@earthlink.com.




It's Hancock again as AMA National No. 1

Auburn, California -- In adramatic night
of racing that saw the 2006 AMA USA
Speedway National Championship come down
to an A-Main showdown, Greg Hancock put
an exclamation mark on a superb season
October 7 here at Fast Fridays Speedway .

Hancock had the pole for the A-Main event,
but lined up next to him was his pal and rival
Billy Hamill, who minutes before had beaten
Hancock in the 20" and final event of the
evening’ s Qualifying Rounds. Former champ
Mike Fariaand Tommy Hedden rounded out
the main event field, but after three tough
national events Hancock and Hamill were
separated by just two points — the difference
between first and second in the main event —in
their championship battle.

Faria and Hedden (in hisfirst National
Series A-Main) had a chance to be spoilers, but
all eyes were on Hancock coming out of gate
one and Hamill clasting out of gate two.

Hancock had atwo-point lead over Hamill,
and if he won the feature he would secure his
fourth straight AMA USA Speedway National
Championship and equal Mike Bast’srevered
record of seven career titles. But if Hamill
could repeat his Heat 20 victory over Hancock
he could force the third meeting of the evening
between the former world champs in the form
of a sudden-death runoff for the national
championship.

A runoff for the national title would be
nothing new for Hancock, two of whose six
previous championships came in pressure-
packed runoffs at the expense of Bobby

Schwartz and Ryan Fisher. He was
determined to close things out with an A-Main
victory, however, and a perfect gate from the
pole allowed Hancock to dominate the four-lap
finale and lock up the national title. Hamill
chased him hard, hoping that Greg would open
the door to a challenge, but had to settle for
second on the night and in the championship.

Winning the AMA USA Speedway
National Championship topped off ayear in
which Hancock earned a No. 2 world ranking
in the FIM World Grand Prix Series and aso
led AMA Team USA Speedway to aNo. 6
word team ranking.

The series ended with Hancock at 57 points
and Hamill at 53, but there was still business to
conduct, as Faria sthird-place finish in the A-
Main lifted himinto atie with Charlie
Venegas for third in the championship.
Venegas, winner of the series opener at Costa
Mesa Speedway in August, was having an off
night (fourth in the B-Main), and Faria bested
him in the runoff to claim the AMA No. 3
ranking. Venegas and Tommy Hedden ended
the seriesin positions No. 4 and 5, and the top
10 also included Eddie Castro, Bryan Y arrow,
Nate Perkins, Bart Bast and Shawn McConnell.

Hancock’s historic 7" national title was
added to those the 36-year-old star earned in
1995, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2004 and 2005. Mike
Bast’'s seven titles al came in the 1970s.

Here are the results of the third and final
round of the 2006 AMA USA Speedway
National Championship Series:

National Series Results—Round 3 of 3 — Saturday, October 7, 2006 — Auburn, California

A-Main Event: 1. Greg Hancock; 2. Billy Hamill; 3. Mike Faria; 4. Tommy Hedden.

B-Main Event: 1. Bart Bast; 2. Nate Perkins; 3. Eddie Castro; 4. Charlie Venegas.

C-Main Event: 1. Bryan Y arrow; 2. Shawn McConnell; 3. Shaun Harmatiuk; 4. Buck Blair.

D-Main Event: 1. Bobby Schwartz; 2. Josh West; 3. Ivan Sevart. (T.J. Fowler was disqualified for
unsportsmanlike conduct and thus was a non-starter in the D-Main Event.

Point totals from Qualifying Heats 1-20: 1. Hancock, 14 (earned one bonus championship point); 2.
Hamill, 13; 3. Mike Faria and Tommy Hedden, 12 each; 5. Bart Bast, 11; 6. Charlie Venegas, 10; 7.
Eddie Castro, 9; 8. Nate Perkins, 8; 9. Bryan Y arrow and Shawn McConnell, 6 each; 11. Shaun



Harmatiuk, 5; 12. Buck Blair, 4; 13. Bobby Schwartz, 3; 14. Ivan Sevart and T.J. Fowler, 2 each; 16.
Josh West, 1.

Final 2006 AM A USA Speedway National Championship Point Standings

1. Greg Hancock, CostaMesa, CA, 57 points; 2. Billy Hamill, Monrovia, CA, 53; 3. Mike
Faria, Reno, NV, 45 (won runoff for third); 4. Charlie Venegas, San Bernardino, CA, 45; 5. Tommy
Hedden, Auburn, CA, 33; 6. Eddie Castro, Ojal, CA, 29; 7. Bryan Y arrow, Citrus Heights, CA, 28; 8.
Nate Perkins, Bullhead City, AZ, 27; 8. Bart Bast, Auburn, CA, 27; 10. Shawn McConnell, Brea, CA,
21; 11. Bobby Schwartz, Costa Mesa, CA, 19; 12. Shaun Harmatiuk, Garden Grove, CA, 16; 13. Josh
Larsen, Huntington Beach, CA, 15; 14. Buck Blair, Grand Junction, CO, 12; 15. Gary Hicks Jr.,
Riverside, CA, 5; 16. Josh West, Granite Bay, CA, 3; 17. Wieslaw Oskiewicz, Chicago, IL, 2; 17. J.J.

Martynse, Penryn, CA, 2; 17. Ivan Sevart, Roseville, CA, 2.

Preliminary 2007 National Championship Seeds Announced

Mt. Vernon, Ohio — USA Speedway has
released the preliminary seeds for the 2007
AMA USA Speedway National Championship
Series. Here are the riders who have earned 11
of the 12 automatic bids to the 2007 series
based on their 2006 on-track performances:

Seeds 1-5 (top 5 in 2006 national points):

No. 1 Seed: Greg Hancock
No. 2 Seed: Billy Hamill

No. 3 Seed: Mike Faria

No. 4 Seed: Charlie Venegas
No. 5 Seed: Tommy Hedden

6" Seed (based on qualifying for a 2006
national A-Main Event):

Bryan Yarrow

Seeds 7-9: Top 2006 Northern California,
Southern California and Central/Eastern States
AMA Division 1 riders not qualified on above
criteria

Buck Blair (Southern California)
Chad Felicio (Northern California)
Seeded rider from the Central and
Eastern Regions to be determined

Seeds 10-12: Next-highest ridersin 2006

national points not qualified on above criteria:
No. 10 Seed: Eddie Castro
No. 11 Seed: Nate Perkins
No. 12 Seed: Bart Bast

Seeds 13-14 will be selected by USA
Speedway and AMA Sports prior to the 2007
series from riders requesting entries.

In addition to the 14 seeded riders, 8 riders
will be selected to participate in the Elimination
Round at the opening event of the 2007
National Championship Series.

All riders wishing to participate in the 2007
AMA USA National Championship Series will
be required to file a Letter of Intent with USA
Speedway. Details will appear in future issues
of USA Speedway Now! or can be requested
from USA Speedway @earthlink.net.

Meanwhile, we congratul ate the riders who
have gained hard-earned seeds into the
exclusive 2007 AMA USA Speedway National
Championship Series.

Rider Rep Elections Announced: Balloting will end December 8

The USA Speedway Board of Directors has
approved the procedures for electing three
Rider Repsto the USA Speedway Rules
Committee. Here are the procedures established
for these important elections:

All Competition and Founding Members of
USA Speedway are eligible to vote for and

serve as Rider Representatives on the USA
Speedway Rules Committee.

Riders are free to elect any individual as
their representatives. The Rider Reps may or
may not be active riders and do not have to live
in the region they are elected to serve.



Rider Reps will be elected to two-year
terms. The Rider Reps will join the USA
Speedway Rules Committee for its next
scheduled meeting (January 27, 2007, in Long
Beach, California) and will serve until
December 31 of 2008.

1 Rider Rep will be elected to represent
riders from the Northwest, 1 Rider Rep will be
elected to represent riders from the Southwest
and 1 Rider Rep will be elected to represent
riders from the East & Central Regions.

USA Speedway members may vote only
once and votes will be tallied in the home
region of the voter.

Only ballots sent by current Competition
and Founding members of USA Speedway will
be considered valid. Riders wishing to join
USA Speedway and participate in the election
can use the membership application that
appearsin thisissue or request an application
from USA Speedway @earthlink.net.

A ballot appearsin thisissue of USA
Soeedway Now! Ballots will also be mailed
during October to all Competition and
Founding Members.

Election results will be from a count of all
valid ballots. Tieswill be broken by a vote of
the Rules Committee.

The deadline for ballots to be received by
USA Speedway is Friday, December 8.

Election results will be announced in USA
Speedway Now!

Here are the committee members who will
be joined by the three elected Rider Reps on the
USA Speedway Rules Committee:

Bill Amick (Chairman)
Dave Brant

Richard Child

Bryan Galvin

Drew Gatewood
George Halyak

Joe Jones

Steve Lucero

George Rich

Ken Saillant (AMA Rep)
Duane Y arrow

World Champion Jason Crump highlights USA vs. World field

Two-time and current World Speedway
Champion Jason Crump will headline the
field at the aways exciting USA vs. The World
event on October 27 at Fast Fridays Speedway
in Auburn, California.

Crump made his debut in the event last fall
and led The World to itsfirst-ever win over the
host Americans. He enjoyed histimein
California, and was quick to sign up again
when invited by promoter Dave Joiner to
anchor The World team in this month’ s seventh
renewal of the friendly rivalry.

Crump was undefeated in last year’s USA
vs. The World event and will need to be in top
form again if the international squad expects to
give astrong USA team afight.

Team USA will include the nation’s 39, 4™
and 5™-ranked AMA USA Speedway national
riders. Mike Faria, Charlie Venegas and
Tommy Hedden, along with Bart Bast, Buck

Blair and one of Northern California’s biggest
Speedway names, Bobby Hedden.

Bobby Hedden retired from Speedway after
aserious crash in 2005 but has worked himself
back into shape and decided to have ago in one
of hisfavorite special events.

The World will counter with 12-time Italian
National Champion Armando Castagna,
popular Aussie Steve Johnston and veteran
Danish star Brian Karger, plus atough brother
act of itsown.

The World will field Swedish brothers
Daniel and Jonas Davidsson to counter the
Bobby and Tommy Hedden duo.

USA vs. The World will get underway at
8pm on Friday, October 27 with 18 heats
followed by crucial B and A-Main Events.

A practice session on Thursday, October
26, will begin at 5pm and is free to the public.



Indy finale on tap as Eads seeks to close out title race

Todd Eads has been by far the hottest rider
in Indiana Speedway for the second half of the
2006 season, and barring a catastrophe he will
lock up the Division 1 season championship at
Indianapolis National Speedway this coming
Saturday, October 14.

Eads has won three of the last four main
events at INSto build a points lead of 98-86
over Jim Terchila heading into Saturday’s
final round. With 13 points available for aD-1
victory, Terchilastill has a mathematical shot

at the championship, but Eads can lock him out
simply by staying on two wheels.

The hard-working staff at INSis already
putting the finishing touches on a 15-event
calendar for 2007, the most ambitious schedule
since the track opened seven years ago.

In Division 2, B.J. Fesselmeyer has
prepared himself well for a 2007 season in
Division 1 by winning the Division 2 track
championship which he leads by a comfortable
margin, 95 points to 75 for No. 2-ranked
Aaron Nichols.

USA Speedway Board of Directors meets

The second meeting of the USA Speedway
Board of Directors, which was formed in April,
was held in Rocklin, California, on Sunday,
October 8. Minutes of the meeting will be
published in USA Speedway Now! when they
have been approved.

Members of the USA Speedway Board of
Directors are as follows:

Industry Directors — Bill Cody, Cody
Racing Products; Brian Gaines, Gaines

Keep an eye on your mailbox...

In the next week or so, all current members
of USA Speedway can look for an envelopein
the mail containing, among other things, your
new USA Speedway membership cards, which
will be valid through March of 2007.

“1 want to apologize to al riders and USA
Speedway supporters for the delay in mailing
the membership cards,” said Executive Director
Bill Amick. “A problem with our supplier
caused a short delay and then atotal hard-drive
failure on our primary computer really set us
back.

Financia Services, Dave Joiner, Fast
Fridays Speedway; and Howie Zechner,
RAZ Video.

Individual Directors— Ryan Evans,
Glendora, CA; Paul Flanders, Pasadena,
CA; Gary Hicks Sr., Riverside, CA; Rick
Miller, Stevenson Ranch, CA

AMA Director — Ken Saillant

Executive Director — Bill Amick

“We will do everything possible to avoid
delays like thisin the future and the blame for
any inconvenience to our membersis entirely
mine...it won't happen again.”

Also in the mailing will be information on
the 2007 USA Speedway National Awards
Banquet and Testimonial, aform for making
rule change proposals and recommendations to
the USA Speedway Rules Committee, and a
ballot for thisfall’s USA Speedway Rider Rep
elections (see article in thisissue for more
information on the elections).

FIM Congress coming up in Brazil...new president will be elected

The annual FIM Congress beginsthis
Sunday in Salvador, Brazil, and extends
through Saturday, October 21.

Of particular note is that Italian Francesco
Zerbi is stepping down after 10 years as FIM
President and he will be replaced by one of the



four announced candidates for the FIM’ s top

job:
Vito I ppolito of Venezuela: Mr. Ippolitois
along-time FIM Vice President and is
currently the FIM’s Deputy President. Heis
aformer president of the Latin American
Motorcycle Union, which was founded by
hisfather.

Hans-Robert Kreutz of Germany: Dr.
Kreutz is President of the FIM Medical
Panel.

Jean-Pierre Mougin of France: Mr.
Mougin is President of the French
Motorcycling Federation, an FIM Vice
President and former president of the
European Motorcycle Union.

Jos Vaessen of Holland: Mr. Vaessenisa
former President of the FIM whose FIM
career began in the Track Racing
(Speedway) Commission. He has also been
manager of the famed Assen Circuit in his
native Holland.

Most FIM political observers anticipate a
very close election and do not expect any of the
candidates to obtain the required majority of
votes on the first ballot. If that isindeed the
case, the top two vote-gettersin the first round
of balloting will go head-to-head in a runoff
election.

The new president will be elected to a four-
year term.

It isalso important to note that a great
friend of Speedway, Mr. Renzo Giannini of
Italy, will step down as President of the FIM
Track Racing Commission after thisyear’s
FIM Congress.

Mr. Giannini was a special guest at the
2006 Team USA Speedway Testimonial in
Long Beach and is known not only within FIM
circles but for hisinvolvement with Italy’s
Lonigo speedway circuit.

Renzo will be missed as an individual and
his even-handed leadership will be hard to
replace.

The 2007 FIM Track Racing Caendar will
be ratified at the FIM Congress, and
immediately after the congress USA Speedway
will get to work in earnest on scheduling of
AMA USA Speedway championship events for
next year.

Two members of the USA Speedway staff
and board will be on hand at FIM Congress:
USA Speedway Vice Chairman Dave Joiner
will be an observer in the Track Racing
Commission meetings and Executive Director
Bill Amick isamember of the Motocross
Commission.

AMA District Sanction Meetings begin in November

Each fall, the AMA schedules District
Sanction M eetings throughout the country
where AMA staff members meet with AMA-
chartered clubs and promoters, work out the
upcoming season schedule of events, discuss
issues of mutual interest and provide AMA
Risk Management Wor kshops for event
organizers and their staffs.

Since USA Speedway isthe AMA’s
exclusive affiliate for the sport of Speedway, it
handles the task of Speedway event
scheduling...but that doesn’t mean the AMA
Sanction Mestings are not important to
Speedway promoters. A lot of valuable
information is provided at the meetings, and it

also helps promoters keep current on the
requirement to attend an AMA Risk
Management Workshop at |east every two
years.

Current clubs and promoters should already
have a package of information on thisyear’s
meetings, and prospective Speedway promoters
can contact us at USA Speedway @earthlink.net
or the AMA’s Mary Hurley (mhurley @ama-
cycle.org) for moreinfo...or try thislink:
www.amadirectlink.com/news/2006/sanction.asp

Meanwhile, hereisapartia list of AMA
Sanction Meetings for the areas where there's
the most Speedway racing activity:




AMA District 37 (Southern California): Thursday, November 2, 8pm -- Brea-Olinda High School,
789 Wildcat Way, Brea, CA

AMA District 12 (Northern Ohio): Saturday, November 4, noon — Rader’ s Restaurant, State Route
3, Loudonville, OH

AMA District 15 (Indiana): Saturday, December 2, 11am -- UAW Union Hall Local 1166, US 31
North, Kokomo, IN

AMA District 3 (Eastern New Y ork): Saturday, December 2, 11am -- Best Western of Cobleskill,
121 Burgin Dr., Cobleskill, NY

AMA District 6 (Eastern Pennsylvania): Sunday, December 3, 9am -- Holiday Inn Harrisburg-
Hershey, 604 Station Road, Grantville, PA (1-81 Exit 80)

AMA District 4 (Western New Y ork): Sunday, December 3, 11am -- Days Inn, 200 Oak Street
(New York Thruway Exit 48), Batavia, NY

AMA District 14 (Michigan): Sunday, December 3, 11am -- Best Western Midway Motor Lodge,
7711 West Saginaw St., Lansing, Ml

AMA District 36 (Northern California and Northwest Nevada): Saturday, December 9, 9am --
Best Western Stockton Inn, 4219 E. Waterloo Road, Stockton, CA.

Race Reports — Championship Events

Wheel2Wheel Raceway Track Championship, Victorville, CA (September 23)

Advance Performance Track Championship — 1. Eddie Castro; 2. Mark Dwyer; 3. Tim Gomez; 4. Ricky
Wells. Consolation — 1. Bryan Yarrow; 2. Nate Perkins; 3. Michael Hull; 4. Shaun Harmatiuk.

Pure Rite Water Sidecar Main — 1. Mark Adams and Ashley Thill; 2. Jeff Medberry and Chris Levitt; 3. Kirk
Williams and Matt Davis; 4. Joe Joes and Brandi McElroy.

Battery Mart Division 2 Main — 1. Travis Henderson; 2. Billy Lyons; 3. Allen Doss; 4. Vince Giamformaggio; 5.
Kenny Hansen.

Joker Machine Division 3 Main — 1. Scott York; 2. Blake Bowen; 3. Matt Monkress; 4. Mike Boyle; 5. Mike
Nutting; 6. Hugh Randolph.

Pure Rite Water Youth Main — 1. Gino Manzares; 2. Russell Green; 3. Joey Holt; 4. Dylan Black.

Xtreme Motorsports PeeWee Main — 1. Garrett Nepi; 2. Erica Lyons; 3. Marina Braden.

AMA USA Speedway National Championship Series

Round 3 of 3 — Saturday, October 7 — Fast Fridays Speedway, Auburn, CA

A-Main Event Results — 1. Greg Hancock; 2. Billy Hamill; 3. Mike Faria; 4. Tommy Hedden

Top 5 Final Point Standings: 1. Greg Hancock, 57; 2. Billy Hamill, 53; 3. Mike Faria, 45 (won runoff); 4. Charlie
Venegas, 45; 5. Tommy Hedden, 33.

Full report appears on page 2 of this issue.

Race Reports — Standard Events

Indianapolis National Speedway, September 16

Division 1 — 1. Todd Eads; 2. Jim Terchila; 3. Dan Weicht; 4. Dave Weicht; 5. Joe Garrison.
Division 2 — 1. B.J. Fesselmeyer; 2 Aaron Nichols; 3. Chris Hathaway; 4. Jerry Huff; 5. Kevin Munro.
Division 3 — 1. Chance Hardman; 2. Jeff O’'Banion; 3. Ron Okamoto; 4, Cory Eads.

Valpo Speedway Season Finale, Valparaiso, Indiana (September 23)
Mother Nature wrapped up the Division 1 Track Championship at Valpo Speedway on September
23, as the miserable old lady dominated the (lack of) action for the third time in six tries this season.
Promoter Drew Gatewood had to call off the event because of torrential rains in Northern Indiana.
Arguably, the series came out as a draw between Ma Nature and Wieslaw Oskiewicz, who came
out on top in all three races at Valpo this season that were not victims of weather.



There’s no doubt that it is possible to dampen Northern Indiana, but not Drew Gatewood'’s spirits.
The affable Jawa dealer, Harley engine guru and part-time race promoter from Chesterton, Indiana,
vows to be back in 2007 with a full schedule of AMA USA Speedway racing action.

Indianapolis National Speedway, September 30

Division 1 — 1. Todd Eads; 2. Wieslaw Oskiewicz; 3. Jim Terchila; 4. Dan Weicht; 5. Joe Garrison; 6. Dave
Weicht; 6. B.J. Fesselmeyer.

Division 2 — 1. Jerry Huff; 2. Kevin Munro; 3. Aaron Nichols; 4. Chris Hathaway; 5. John Greeley.

Indianapolis National Speedway, October 7

Division 1 — 1. David Bendzera; 2. Jim Terchila; 3. Dan Weicht; 4. Todd Eads; 5. Dave Weicht; 6. Alan Rush.
Division 2 — 1. Jerry Huff; 2. Kevin Munro; 3. Aaron Nichols; 4. Chris Hathaway; 5. John Greeley.

Division 3 — 1. Piotr Sudkowski; 2. Chance Hardman; 3. Chad Eads; 4. Sam Novak.

Last Man Standing — B.J. Fesselmeyer def. Jim Terchila in final.

Upcoming events

Sat., Oct. 14 Indianapolis National Speedway Indianapolis, IN
Season Finale
Sat., Oct. 21 Wheel2Wheel Raceway Victorville, CA

AMA USA Speedway Nationa Sidecar Championships
(Solo classes will aso be run)

Fri., Oct. 27 Fast Fridays Speedway Auburn, CA
USA vs. The World Special International Event

Nov. 4 Wheel2Wheel Raceway Victorville, CA
West Coast Speedway L eague

Nov. 18 Wheel2Wheel Raceway Victorville, CA

West Coast Speedway League
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