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USA Speedway Now! News and Notes is 
issued by USA Speedway, the exclusive 
Speedway affiliate of the American 
Motorcyclist Association.  

·  To add readers to our mailing list, please reply 
to this message with their name,  e-mail address and 
other contact information 

·  To unsubscribe, notify us at 
usaspeedway@earthlink.net 

·  To submit news items, address your electronic 
correspondence to usaspeedway@earthlink.net or 
teamusaspeedway@yahoo.com or mail items to USA 
Speedway, 118 East High Street, Suite A, Mt. Vernon, 
OH 43050. 

·  For information on joining USA Speedway, 
reply to this message and type “ Membership Info”   in 
the Subject line or e-mail us at 
usaspeedway@yahoo.com 
 

Notes from HQ… 
The USA Speedway offices will be 

closed August 22-October 2 while 
Executive Director Bill Amick is out of 
the country on assignment for the FIM 
and AMA at several events. 

Bill will have a chance to drop in 
on several of our European-based 
Speedway riders at British Speedway 
League fixtures and will be monitoring 
e-mails at usaspeedway@earthlink.net 
and teamusaspeedway@yahoo.com and 
voice messages at (740) 397-1747. Do 
NOT call his US cell phone as it is not 
operative in Europe. Leave messages at 
the number above or dial this European 
cell number from the USA as follows: 
011-423-663-072010. Sorry for any 
inconvenience. 



  

 
AMA USA SPEEDWAY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
ROUND 2 COMING UP AT FAST FRIDAYS 

A report on Round 1 of the 2006 AMA 
USA Speedway National Championship Series 
appears later in this issue of USA Speedway 
Now! and if you missed it you missed a 
fantastic return of AMA-sanctioned Speedway 
to famed Costa Mesa Speedway. 

The USA Speedway race staff really 
enjoyed working with Brad and Jaleen Oxley 
and the Costa Mesa staff and looks forward to 
future opportunities to collaborate on efforts to 
reunify all American Speedway competition 
under the FIM/AMA/USA Speedway umbrella. 

A special tip of our helmet goes to Brad 
Oxley and his main man Lenny for a superb job 
working the Costa Mesa track back into top 
form after the Orange County Fair abused it 
with everything from rodeos to demo derbies. 

Now, all eyes turn to Fast Fridays 
Speedway in Auburn, California, host to 
Rounds 2 and 3 of the national series on Friday, 
September 1 and Saturday, October 7. 

Riders will converge on Auburn for Round 
2 with a major logjam in the series points. 
Round 1 winner Char lie Venegas leads with 
20 points and the sounds he’s hearing are 
coming from the hot pursuit of Mike Far ia (18 

points), Billy Hamill (16 points) and Greg 
Hancock (15 points). 

Tough luck stories from Round 1 include 
USA Speedway Central Champion Wieslaw 
Oskiewicz and Shaun Harmatiuk. Chicago-
based Oskiewicz was making his first-ever 
appearance on the west coast and lost his 
automatic seed for Round 2 by a single position 
when he finished third in the D-Main Event. 

Harmatiuk battled his way into the main 
program through the tough Elimination Round 
but crashed in the D-Main and was relegated 
along with Oskiewicz to the Elimination Round 
in Auburn. 

Fighting his way out of the Elimination 
Round for an automatic seed to Round Two 
was veteran Gary Hicks Jr .  

The draw for Round Two was held on 
August 14 at the USA Speedway offices and 
here’s the way the field will shape up at Fast 
Fridays on September 1. 

If you don’ t have your tickets yet, call Fast 
Fridays Speedway at (530) 878-7223. 

 
 

 
 

AMA USA SPEEDWAY NATIONAL SERIES ROUND 2 – SEPTEMBER 1, AUBURN, CA 
 

ELIMINATION ROUND LINEUPS 
 
Elimination Heat 1 Lineup 

Gate 1 – Shawn Harmatiuk 

Gate 2 – Ivan Severt 

Gate 3 – J.T. Mabry 

Gate 4 – Wieslaw Oskiewicz 

 

Elimination Heat 2 Lineup 

Gate 1 – JJ Martynse 

Gate 2 – TJ Fowler 

Gate 3 – George Fox 

Gate 4 – Matt Browne 

 

Elimination Heat 3 Lineup 

2nd from Elimination Heat 1 

2nd from Elimination Heat 2 

3rd from Elimination Heat 1 

3rd from Elimination Heat 2 

 

Elimination Heat 4 Lineup 

Winner of Elimination Heat 1 

Winner of Elimination Heat 2 

1st from Elimination Heat 3 

2nd from Elimination Heat 3 



  

*QUALIFYING ROUND LINEUPS 
 
Qualifying Heat 1 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Josh Larsen 
Gate 2 – Gary Hicks 
Gate 3 – Tommy Hedden 
Gate 4 – Greg Hancock 
 
Qualifying Heat 2 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Charlie Venegas  
Gate 2 – Nate Perkins 
Gate 3 – Billy Hamill 
Gate 4 – Bart Bast  
 
Qualifying Heat 3 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Bobby Schwartz 
Gate 2 – Bryan Yarrow 
Gate 3 – Mike Faria 
Gate 4 – Eddie Castro 
 
Qualifying Heat 4 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Shawn McConnell 
Gate 2 – Qualifier 2 (2nd from Elim. Heat 4) 
Gate 3 – Buck Blair 
Gate 4 – Qualifier 1 (1st  from Elim. Heat 4) 
 
Qualifying Heat 5 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Qualifier 1 
Gate 2 – Josh Larsen 
Gate 3 – Charlie Venegas 
Gate 4 – Mike Faria 
 
Qualifying Heat 6 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Qualifier 2 
Gate 2 – Bobby Schwartz 
Gate 3 – Gary Hicks 
Gate 4 – Billy Hamill 
 
Qualifying Heat 7 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Bryan Yarrow 
Gate 2 – Shawn McConnell 
Gate 3 – Nate Perkins 
Gate 4 – Tommy Hedden 
 
Qualifying Heat 8 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Greg Hancock 
Gate 2 – Bart Bast 
Gate 3 – Eddie Castro 
Gate 4 – Buck Blair 
 
Qualifying Heat 9 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Billy Hamill 
Gate 2 – Buck Blair 
Gate 3 – Josh Larsen 
Gate 4 – Bryan Yarrow 
 
Qualifying Heat 10 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Eddie Castro 
Gate 2 – Charlie Venegas 
Gate 3 – Shawn McConnell 
Gate 4 – Gary Hicks 
 

 
Qualifying Heat 11 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Bart Bast 
Gate 2 – Mike Faria 
Gate 3 – Tommy Hedden 
Gate 4 – Qualifier 2 
 
Qualifying Heat 12 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Qualifier 1 
Gate 2 – Greg Hancock 
Gate 3 – Bobby Schwartz 
Gate 4 – Nate Perkins 
 
Qualifying Heat 13 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Nate Perkins 
Gate 2 – Eddie Castro 
Gate 3 – Qualifier 2 
Gate 4 – Josh Larsen 
 
Qualifying Heat 14 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Gary Hicks 
Gate 2 – Qualifier 1  
Gate 3 – Bart Bast 
Gate 4 – Bryan Yarrow 
 
Qualifying Heat 15 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Buck Blair 
Gate 2 – Tommy Hedden 
Gate 3 – Bobby Schwartz 
Gate 4 – Charlie Venegas 
 
Qualifying Heat 16 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Mike Faria 
Gate 2 – Billy Hamill 
Gate 3 – Greg Hancock 
Gate 4 – Shawn McConnell 
 
Qualifying Heat 17 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Josh Larsen 
Gate 2 – Bart Bast 
Gate 3 – Shawn McConnell 
Gate 4 – Bobby Schwartz 
 
Qualifying Heat 18 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Mike Faria 
Gate 2 – Gary Hicks 
Gate 3 – Nate Perkins 
Gate 4 – Buck Blair 
 
Qualifying Heat 19 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Tommy Hedden 
Gate 2 – Eddie Castro 
Gate 3 – Qualifier 1 
Gate 4 – Billy Hamill 
 
Qualifying Heat 20 Lineup 
Gate 1 – Charlie Venegas 
Gate 2 – Qualifier 2 
Gate 3 – Bryan Yarrow 
Gate 4 – Greg Hancock 
 

* Rider or riders scoring the most qualifying points on 3-2-1-0 basis earn 1 bonus national point 



  

*CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND FORMAT 
 

D-MAIN EVENT 

13th-16th From Qualifying Round 

Winner scores 4 national points 

2nd scores 3 national points 

3rd scores 2 national points 

4th scores 1 national point 

C-MAIN EVENT 

9th-12th From Qualifying Round 

Winner scores 8 national points 

2nd scores 7 national points 

3rd scores 6 national points 

4th scores 5 national point 

 

B-MAIN EVENT 

5th-8th From Qualifying Round 

Winner scores 12 national points 

2nd scores 11 national points 

3rd scores 10 national points 

4th scores 9 national point 

A-MAIN EVENT 

1st - 4th From Qualifying Round 

Winner scores 20 national points 

2nd scores 18 national points 

3rd scores 16 national points 

4th scores 14 national points  

* The top 14 riders in the AMA USA Speedway National Championship Series point standings after round two 
will be seeded into the Qualifying Round of the series finale on October 7. In case of a tie for 14th the tie will be 
broken by the number of national points earned in round two on September 1.  

 
SIDECAR & YOUTH NATIONALS COMING UP 

It’ s hard to believe that the 2006 Speedway 
season – the first for USA Speedway as the 
AMA’s exclusive competition affiliate 
governing Speedway action throughout the 
United States – is beginning to wind down. 

The good news is that many of the year’s 
most exciting events are focused in the final 
part of the season, and among those key events 
in 2006 will be the AMA USA Speedway 
Youth Nationals on Friday, August 25, at Fast 
Fridays Speedway in Auburn, California; and 
the AMA USA Speedway National Sidecar  
Championships on Saturday, September 23 at 
Wheel2Wheel Raceway in Victorville, 
California.  

As in recent years, the AMA USA 
Speedway Youth Nationals for riders aged 7-15 
will be held as part of a championship 
doubleheader with the Maita Ford Fast 
Fr idays Track Championship. This also 
marks the last chance this season for Northern 
California Speedway fans to see all of their 
favorites in action at Fast Fridays as only 
special events remain on the Fast Fridays 

schedule after this exciting August 25 
doubleheader. 

Meanwhile, USA Speedway continues to be 
impressed with the rapid progress made by 
Steve Evans and John Aden as they reintroduce 
AMA-sanctioned Speedway in the Southern 
California high desert community of 
Victorville. 

Steve recently added four new dates to the 
Wheel2Wheel Raceway 2006 schedule, 
beginning with the September 23 program 
highlighted by the AMA USA Speedway 
National Sidecar Championships. The largest 
turnout of the year for the spectacular 1,000cc 
three-wheelers is anticipated and the program 
will also include 500cc, junior and youth solo 
classes with 2006 Wheel2Wheel Track 
Championships up for grabs.  

The other new dates for Wheel2Wheel are 
October 21, November 4, and November 18 
events that will feature West Coast Speedway 
League action you won’ t want to miss.  

For more information, contact Steve Evans 
at (310) 309-9418 or email him at 
dreamteamspeedway@sbcglobal.net.   



  

USA SPEEDWAY WELOMES MavTV TO AMA SPEEDWAY 
The new cable and broadband network 

MavTV was on hand at round one of the AMA 
USA Speedway National Championship Series, 
marking the beginning of a three-year  
broadcast relationship under which USA 
Speedway and MavTV will work together to 
cultivate new viewers of what we happen to 
believe is the most exciting and underexposed 
motor sport in the United States. 

USA Speedway wants to thank Chet Burks 
of Chet Burks Productions for the vital role 
he has played putting together this broadcast 
package; and AMA Sports for its support and 
confidence as we move forward as the AMA’s 
exclusive Speedway affiliate. 

Some details are still being worked out, but 
Round 1 of the 2006 National Championship 
Series is scheduled to air on MavTV on 

Thursday, September 14, at 4pm, 8pm and 
midnight Eastern Standard Time…that’s 1pm, 
5pm and 9pm in the Pacific time zone. Those 
of you between the coasts will have to do the 
math on air times in your areas. 

MavTV is presently seen on numerous 
cable systems nationwide and has a modest but 
growing broadcast footprint with a lot of 
exciting plans for the next few years. 

Great news for those of you who don’ t get 
MavTV in your areas is that the network will 
begin broadband distribution of its 
programming in early September. So call your 
cable or satellite provider and tell them you 
want MavTV…and in the meantime just log in 
at www.MavTV.com for all of the action. 

 

 
 

ON THE MEND 
Everyone in the pit area and the grandstand 

at The Grand Arena on August 9 was thrilled to 
see 2005 AMA Under 21 National Champion 
Skyler  Greyson at the races for the first time 
since his big accident on July 4 at 
Wheel2Wheel Raceway in Victorville, 
California. 

Skyler has made remarkable progress and 
it’s great to see him on the mend and well on 
his way to recovery. 

Meanwhile, the Speedway community was 
saddened to hear that veteran racer John Cook 
suffered serious injuries in a celebrity 
motocross event held in conjunction with the 
AMA Toyota Motocross Championship event 
in Washougal, Washington. 

The Cowboy suffered multiple fractures 
and required surgery. He’s home now but faces 
a long recovery and we send him USA 
Speedway’s best wishes.  

 
2006 MEMBERSHIP CARD UPDATE 

Rebuilding of the USA Speedway 
membership database is just about completed 
and the experience of losing the membership 
roster in a PC crash has taught us three things: 

1. Backup your  files… 

2. Backup your  files… 
3. Backup your  files!!! 

The first batch of 2006 Membership Cards 
will go in the mail this week but the process 
won’ t be fully caught up until after our office 
reopens in early October as reported on page 1 
of this issue.  

Meanwhile, please bear with us…riders can 
continue to use their hard-copy receipts as 
proof of membership to compete in sanctioned 
events. 

Promoters are reminded that memberships 
are the lifeblood of any membership 
association and asked to be vigilant about 
confirming memberships at sign-up each week. 

Are you a member of USA Speedway? If 
not…why not??? 

  
 



 

2007 FIM GRAND PRIX FIELD COMING INTO FOCUS 
With just three FIM Speedway Grand Prix 

events remaining on the 2006 calendar and the 
FIM Individual Speedway Grand Final coming 
up August 19 in Vetlanda, Sweden, the shape 
of the 2007 FIM Speedway Grand Prix Series 
is beginning to come into focus. 

At the top of the pile, Aussie star and 2004 
World Champion Jason Crump is riding a 
wave of success that even an A-Main crash in 
last weekend’s Scandinavian Grand Prix 
couldn’ t slow down. 

Crump is all but assured of the 2006 world 
title, and along with the next seven riders in the 
season points he’ ll earn an automatic seed to 
the 2007 championships. 

Smart money is on former champions Greg 
Hancock and Nicki Pedersen to hold onto 
their present No. 2 and No. 3 rankings, and 
barring late-season collapses last week’s 
breakthrough GP winner Andreas Jonsson and 
veteran Leigh Adams should be safe in the top 
eight. 

That would leave quite a tussle for the final 
three seeds among Scott Nicholls, Tomas 
Gollob, Bjarne Pedersen, Hans Andersen 
and Jaroslaw Hampel. Of those five, the two 
men on the move are Andersen and Gollob, and 
the Dane and Pole are moving in opposite 
directions. 

Andersen was left out of the 2006 GP 
lineup by a controversial decision he has been 
making look bad since getting into the big 
show at midseason and making three A-Mains 
including a Grand Prix win in Copenhagen. He 
has charged from nowhere to ninth in the 
championship and looks a sure bet to earn a 
seed. 

Gollob, meanwhile, has gone stone cold of 
late and needs a late-season surge to solidify 
his status in the FIM GP Series. Of his 66 GP 
points, only 21 have come in the past four 
rounds and he hasn’ t seen the semifinals since 
May. 

The top three riders in next weekend’s FIM 
Grand Final will also gain seeds into the 2007 
championship, and then smoke-filled room 
action will produce the final five appointed 
riders in the select 16-rider field. 

Top riders in the Grand Final include GP 
riders Andersen, Piotr  Protasiewicz and 
Matej  Fer jan. Andersen is a hot property who 
seems a lock to get into the 2007 field, while 
Protasiewicz (currently No. 16 in the GP 
Series) and Ferjan (19th) no doubt feel 
pressured to score a top three finish in Vetlanda 
on the 19th.  

Others to watch include the Swedish 
brother act of Michael Max and Peter  
Kar lsson, Norway’s Rune Holta, Dane 
Char lie Gjedde and Australia’s Ryan 
Sullivan.  

Another possible threat is Dane Niels 
Kr istian Iversen, but he comes to the Grand 
Final as a substitute rider and will need to take 
advantage of another rider’s misfortune to get 
into the show. Ditto for Sub No. 2 Freddie 
L indgren of Sweden. 

English hopes rest with the trio of Chr is 
Harr is, David Howe and Simon Stead, while 
American hopeful Billy Janniro failed to 
qualify for the Grand Final. 

 

 
Race Reports - CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS 
 
AMA USA SPEEDWAY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
Round 1 – Costa Mesa Speedway, August 5 

COSTA MESA, California – Former World 
Speedway Champions Billy Hamill and Greg 
Hancock got a warm welcome from their fans 
but a rude awakening from the local stars in the 

first round of the AMA USA Speedway 
National Championship Series here on 
Saturday (August 5) at Costa Mesa Speedway. 



 

European-based Hamill and Hancock 
entered the event as heavy favorites, having 
combined to win the past eight AMA National 
Speedway Championships. But 39-year-old 
Char lie Venegas of San Bernardino, 
California, capped one of the best weeks of his 
career with a stunning victory in the restart of a 
spectacular and controversial A-Main Event. 

Finishing a close second to Venegas was 
Mike Far ia of Reno, Nevada, while Hamill 
placed third and Hancock was credited with 
fourth after crashing on the first lap of the red-
flagged event and being excluded by referee 
Steve Lucero. 

The evening’s fifth-ranked rider was local 
hero Bobby Schwar tz, who barely missed a 
spot in the A-Main and scored a popular 
victory in the B-Main just five days shy of his 
50th birthday. 

Hancock carried a great deal of momentum 
into the event as he began defense of the AMA 
National Championship he has held for three 
years running. He is currently the No. 2 ranked 
rider in the world and was the star performer 
for AMA Team USA Speedway in its recent 
sixth-place finish in the Speedway World Cup 
tournament. 

Although American Speedway tracks are 
much smaller than those Hancock regularly 
rides in Europe, he waltzed through his five 
qualifying heats with a perfect 5-for-5 record 
and earned first choice of starting positions in 
the crucial four-lap main event. Hamill, who 
won three heats and was second to Hancock 
and Schwartz in his other two qualifiers, had 
second choice, followed by Venegas and Faria. 

Most expected Hancock to select the inside 
pole position, but he elected to start from gate 
2, allowing Hamill to take the pole with 
Venegas choosing gate 3 and Faria forced to 
start from the outermost gate. 

On the initial start Hancock was away 
quickly, but not quickly enough to assert 
himself in the first turn as Hamill worked the 
inside line. Exiting turn two, Hamill drifted 
wide and Hancock ran out of room as he tried 
to take the lead. Hancock contacted the 
retaining wall and he parted company with his 

cart-wheeling machine, bringing out the red 
flag.  

Hancock was quickly on his feet, bruised 
but uninjured, and eager to avenge himself on 
the restart. Referee Steve Lucero ruled the 
incident as an avoidable one-bike crash, 
however, and excluded the 1997 world 
champion from the restart. 

Some expected the re-run to be an all-
Hamill affair but Venegas thought differently. 
He was in the midst of a busy week in which he 
won USA Speedway main events at The Grand 
Arena in Industry, California, on August 2 and 
at Fast Fridays Speedway in Auburn, 
California, on August 4, and he was intent on a 
Speedway hat-trick. 

A slick cutback move on the opening lap of 
the restart allowed Venegas to take the lead and 
he held off the hot pursuit from runner-up Mike 
Faria and from Hamill, who waited in vain for 
an opportunity to overtake either Faria or 
Venegas. 

“ I feel very fortunate to win tonight,”  
Venegas said. “Anytime you beat these guys 
you’ve had a great night, and to win three 
features this week is awesome. This was fun for 
sure and I want to keep it rolling.”  

Faria, a three-time AMA National 
Champion (1990, ’91 and ’97), was also upbeat 
about his runner-up finish. “ It’ s always better 
to win than to finish second,”  Faria said, “but 
this is a good start on the series. Anytime you 
beat Hancock and Hamill you had a pretty good 
night.”  

Hamill acknowledged that he was “ racing 
him hard”  but didn’ t feel at fault for Hancock’s 
crash, and Hancock accepted his exclusion with 
grace.  

“ I really wanted to get back into the race,”  
the disappointed Hancock said, “but Steve 
made the call and that’s racing. I just have to 
accept it and move on, but we’ re still gunning 
for the title.”  

As a six-time AMA National Speedway 
Champion, Hancock has an opportunity this 
season to tie the record of seven championships 
earned by the legendary Mike Bast during the 
1970s. 



 

Saturday’s event marked the first time an 
AMA-sanctioned championship event has been 
held at Costa Mesa Speedway in a decade and 
it was a popular reunion all around with an 
enthusiastic, near-capacity crowd.  

“A disagreement over rules led to a parting 
of the ways between Costa Mesa and the AMA 
in 1997 and this renewed relationship has been 
a long time coming,”  said USA Speedway 
Executive Director Bill Amick. “We’ re 
delighted to have this opportunity to bring 

AMA Speedway back to Costa Mesa Speedway 
and to be working with Brad Oxley and the 
entire Costa Mesa team.”   

Saturday’s event was filmed by MavTV for 
a September 14 airing on the fast-growing 
cable network that will also be available via 
broadband at www.MavTV.com. The 2006 
AMA USA Speedway National Series will 
continue on Friday evening, September 1, at 
Fast Fridays Speedway in Auburn, California. 

 
OFFICIAL RESULTS - 2006 AMA USA SPEEDWAY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
ROUND 1 – AUGUST 5, 2006 – COSTA MESA SPEEDWAY, COSTA MESA, CA 
 
A-MAIN EVENT 

1. Charlie Venegas, San Bernardino, CA, 20 points; 2. Mike Faria, Reno, NV, 18; 3. Billy Hamill, Monrovia, 
CA, 16; 4. Greg Hancock, Costa Mesa, CA, 15* (Includes 1 bonus point as No. 1 qualifier). 
B-MAIN EVENT 

1. Bobby Schwartz, Costa Mesa, CA, 12; 2. Eddie Castro, Ojai, CA, 11; 3. Josh Larsen, Newport Beach, 
CA, 10; 4. Nate Perkins, Bullhead City, AZ, 9 
C-MAIN EVENT 
1. Shawn McConnell, Tustin, CA, 8; 2. Tommy Hedden, Auburn, CA, 7; 3. Bryan Yarrow, Citrus Heights, CA, 6; 
4. Bart Bast, Auburn, CA, 5. 
D-MAIN EVENT 
1. Gary Hicks Jr., Oxnard, CA, 4; 2. Buck Blair, Huntington Beach, CA, 3; 3. Wieslaw Oskiewicz, Chicago, IL, 2; 
4. Shaun Harmatiuk, Garden Grove, CA, 1. 
 
QUALIFYING HEAT RESULTS 
Pos. Name   Qualifying Heat Results       Points 
  1. Greg Hancock  1st 1st 1st 1st 1st  15  
  2. Billy Hamill  1st 1st 2nd 1st 2nd  13 
  3. Charlie Venegas 1st 2nd 1st 1st 3rd  12   
  4. Mike Faria  2nd 2nd 1st 2nd 1st  12 
  5. Bobby Schwartz 1st 1st 4th 2nd 1st  11 
  6. Eddie Castro  3rd 3rd 3rd 1st 2nd    8 
  7. Josh Larsen  3rd 1st 1st 3rd 4th    8 
  8. Nate Perkins  3rd 4th 2nd 2nd 2nd    7 
  9. Shawn McConnell 2nd 2nd 2nd 3rd DQ    7 
10. Bryan Yarrow  2nd 3rd 4th 4th 1st    6 
11. Tommy Hedden  2nd 2nd 4th 4th 2nd    6 
12. Bart Bast  4th 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd    4 
13. Gary Hicks Jr.  DQ 3rd 3rd 4th 3rd    3  
13. Buck Blair  4th 4th 3rd 2nd 4th    3 
13. Shaun Harmatiuk 4th 4th 2nd 3rd 4th    3 
16. T.J. Fowler  3rd (Replaced Hicks)    1 
16. George Fox  3rd (Replaced McConnell)   1 
18. Wieslaw Oskiewicz 4th 4th 4th 4th 4th    0 
 
AMA USA SPEEDWAY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES STANDINGS 
Pos.  Name   Hometown   Points 
  1. Charlie Venegas San Bernardino, CA     20 
  2. Mike Faria  Reno, NV      18  
  3. Billy Hamill  Monrovia, CA      16 
  4. Greg Hancock  Costa Mesa, CA     15* 



 

  5. Bobby Schwartz Costa Mesa, CA     12 
  6. Eddie Castro  Ojai, CA      11 
  7. Josh Larsen  Newport Beach, CA     10  
  8. Nate Perkins  Bullhead City, AZ       9 
  9. Shawn McConnell Tustin, CA        8 
10. Tommy Hedden  Auburn, CA        7  
11. Bryan Yarrow  Citrus Heights, CA       6 
12. Bart Bast  Auburn, CA        5 
13. Gary Hicks Jr.  Oxnard, CA        4 
14. Buck Blair  Huntington Beach, CA         3 
15. Wieslaw Oskiewicz Chicago, IL        2 
16. Shaun Harmatiuk Garden Grove, CA       1 
 
Next Event: Friday, September 1 – Fast Fridays Speedway, Auburn, CA 
 
 
SCANDINAVIAN GRAND PRIX – Malilla, Sweden (August 12) 
 

A hearty crowd of Swedes were rewarded 
for their persistence as local favorite Andreas 
Jonsson won the rain-soaked Scandinavian 
Grand Prix in Malilla, Sweden on August 12. 

The meeting began on a sloppy track and 
conditions deteriorated even more as the 
program progressed and became more of an 
exercise in survival than a world-class race. 

Jonsson’s popular victory was not earned 
easily, as he had to pass Denmark’s Hans 
Andersen, arguably the hottest rider in the 
world at the moment, in the slop of the main 
event. Jonsson found his way past after 
Andersen lifted and nearly lost control 
completing the second of four laps.  

Leigh Adams circulated safely in third 
while presumptive world Jason Crump 
watched from the sidelines after a pair of 
nosedives into the Swedish mud. 

Crump went into the air fence in turn one of 
the initial start after Jonsson made inside 
contact. Both Crump and Jonsson spent a few 
anxious moments watching the disqualification 
lights, but the referee called all four back.  

On the restart Crump again fell and the 
2004 World Champion called it a day. 

American Grand Prix ace Greg Hancock 
had an excellent evening and tied Hans 
Andersen with a meeting-high 12 points from 
his five qualifying heats. He was denied a spot 
in the final, however, when he placed third in 
the first of two semifinals. 

Hancock made a characteristic fast start but 
was not able to pull cleanly away from Jonsson 
around the first bend. The Swede kept his 
American rival pinched low coming off turn 
two, giving Jonsson and Crump better drives. 
They did a high-low roost of Hancock going 
into three and that was all she wrote: The 
bobble Greg waited for never happened. 

Results of the Scandinavian Grand Prix 
allowed Crump to edge several more points 
away from his closest rival, Greg Hancock, as 
Crump closed in on his second world title and 
on denying Greg his second. Hancock is now 
staring at a huge 156-95 deficit and Crump can 
clinch the world championship by continuing 
his unbroken 2006 string of A-Main 
appearances when the Czech Grand Prix lines 
up in Prague on August 26. 

With just Prague, the Lativan GP in 
Daugavpils on September 9 and the Polish GP 
in Bydgoszcz on September 23 remaining, 
series runner-up Hancock is 10 points clear of 
Nicki Pedersen (85 points) and they are 
followed by Andreas Jonsson (84 points) and 
Leigh Adams (80 points).      

“Realistically the world championship is 
pretty much gone at this point,”  Hancock said, 
“but we’ ll just keep chipping away at it for the 
rest of the season.”     

Even if Crump has a stranglehold on the 
No. 1 spot, competition remains tight for 
second and third in the series. Perhaps even 



 

more important is the log-jam in the pressure-
packed rush to finish in the series’  top eight and 
earn automatic seeds to the 2007 FIM Grand 
Prix Series. 

If the series ended today the automatic bids 
would go to Crump, Hancock, Nicki Pedersen, 
Jonsson, Adams, Nicholls, Bjarne Pedersen and 
Tomas Gollob. But the slumping Gollob’s total 
of 66 points is anything but safe from Hans 
Andersen with 63, Jaroslaw Hampel with 62 
and Matej Zagar with 58.   

This was the first FIM Grand Prix since the 
retirement of the great Swede Tony 
Rickardsson, whose fantastic career ends with 

six world championships during the time span 
of 1994-2005.  

Rickardsson’s retirement makes Greg 
Hancock the elder statesman of the FIM Grand 
Prix Series and he is now the only rider who 
has answered the call to the tapes at every FIM 
Grand Prix Series event held since the tradition 
of single-night championship events was 
discarded in 1995. 

Rickardsson had hoped to ride for a final 
time in front of his legions of fans in Sweden 
but instead called it a day as he suffers 
lingering effects of a concussion and begins to 
focus on a future in rally car driving. 

    
 

 
Scandinavian Grand Prix Final: 1. Andreas Jonsson, Sweden; 2. Hans Andersen, Denmark; 3. Leigh Adams, 
Australia; 4. Jason Crump, Australia.  
Also Qualified for Semifinals: Greg Hancock, AMA Team USA Speedway, finished 3rd in 1st semifinal; Bjarne 
Pedersen, Denmark, crashed and was excluded in 2nd semifinal; Jaroslaw Hampel, Poland, finished 4th in 1st 
semifinal; Scott Nicholls, Great Britain, was excluded from the 2nd semifinal when judged at fault for Hans 
Andersen crash.  
World Championship Standings: (After 7 of 10 events. Top 8 automatically qualify for 2007 FIM GP Series) -- 
1. Jason Crump, Australia, 151 points; 2. Greg Hancock, USA, 95; 3. Nicki Pedersen, Denmark, 85; 4. Andres 
Jonsson, Sweden, 84; 5. Leigh Adams, Australia, 80; 6. Scott Nicholls, Great Britain, 67; 7. Tomas Gollob, 
Poland, 66; 7. Bjarne Pedersen, Denmark, 66; 9. Hans Andersen, Denmark, 63; 10. Jaroslaw Hampel, Poland, 
62.  
Next Grand Prix: August 26, Prague, Czech Republic. 

 
Race Reports – STANDARD EVENTS 

 

  
The Grand Arena, City of Industry, California (August 2)  
Division 1 Main – 1. Charlie Venegas; 2. Tommy Hedden; 3. Eddie Castro; 4. Bryan Yarrow.  
Sidecar Main – 1. Joe Jones and Brandi McElroy; 2. Jeff Medberry and Chris Levitt; 3. Dan Jones and Matt 
Davis; 4. Bertus and Glen McClellan. 
D-1 Consy -- 1. Buck Blair; 2. Gary Hicks; 3. Mark Dwyer; 4. Tim Gomez. 
Division 2 Main – 1. Eloy Medellin; 2. Billy Braden; 3. Rudy Laurer; 4. Randy Skinner. 
Division 3 Main – 1. Jamie Myers; 2. Steve Bowen; 3. Mike Lane; 4. DeWayne Stark. 
Youth D-1 Main – 1. Krystal Cramer. 
Youth D-2 Main – 1. Rocco Scopellite; 2. Joey Holt; 3. Russell Green; 4. Philip Harmatiuk; 5. Bradlee 
Pappalardo.    
PeeWee Main – 1. Braydan Galvin; 2. Josh Malaguanero; 3. Tyler Villalobos; 4. Elijah Hicks; 5. Emalee 
Pappalardo.   
 
 
Fast Fridays Speedway, Auburn, California (August 4)  
D-1 Scratch Main – 1. Charlie Venegas; 2. Mike Faria; 3. Bryan Yarrow; 4. Tommy Hedden.  
D-1 Scratch Consy – 1. Matt Browne; 2. TJ Fowler; 3. Chad Felicio; 4. Alex Marcucci.. 
D-1 Handicap Main – 1. Alex Marcucci; 2. Chad Felicio; 3. Mike Faria; 4. TJ Fowler; 5. Josh West. 
Division 2 Main – 1. Josh Everle; 2. Jim Lewis; 3. Cory Barringer; 4. Danny Turner; 5. Mike Achilles. 



 

Division 3 Main – 1. Adrien Contreras; 2. Lenny Bouressa; 3. Dennis Michel; 4. Paul Schoen; 5. Clark 
Caravella.  
Division 1 Youth Main – 1. Ricky Felicio; 2. Ben Essary; 3. Cody Cicciarelli. 
Division 2 Youth Main – 1. Amber Felicio; 2. Ben Turner; 3. Tom Reich; 4. Steven Reese. 
Division 3 Youth Main – 1. Eric Randolf; 2. Tanner Kane; 3. Tyler Warren; 4. Michelle Fehrman. 
 
 
The Grand Arena, City of Industry, California (August 9)  
Division 1 Main – 1. Shaun Harmatiuk; 2. Buck Blair; 3. Shawn McConnell; 4. Tommy Hedden.  
D-1 Consy -- 1. Bryan Yarrow; 2. Charlie Venegas; 3. Josh Larsen; 4. Ronnie Correy. 
Division 2 Main – 1. Rudy Laurer; 2. Eloy Medellin; 3. Travis Henderson; 4. Kim Stevens. 
Division 3 Main – 1. Steve Bowen; 2. Jamie Myers; 3. Ron Mongenel; 4. Mike Lane. 
Youth D-1 Main – 1. Krystal Cramer; 2. Ben Essary; 3. Joey Holt. 
Youth D-2 Main – 1. Rocco Scopellite; 2. Bradlee Pappalardo; 3. Philip Harmatiuk; 4. Steven Reese; 5. Russell 
Green.  
PeeWee Main – 1. Braydan Galvin; 2. Kyle Hedden; 3. Elijah Hicks; 4. Kolby Hedden; 5. Kayci Hedden; 6. 
Brandon Larsen.   
Next Event at The Grand Arena – Wednesday, August 16. 
 
 
Fast Fridays Speedway, Auburn, California (August 11)  
D-1 Scratch Main – 1. Tommy Hedden; 2. Mike Faria; 3. TJ Fowler; 4, Charlie Venegas.  
D-1 Scratch Consy – 1. Bryan Yarrow; 2. Buck Blair; 3. 3. Chad Felicio; 4. Eddie Castro. 
D-1 Handicap Main – 1. Bryan Yarrow; 2. Chad Felicio; 3. Eddie Castro; 4. Josh West; 5. Mike Faria. 
Sidecar Main – 1. Joe Jones and Brandy McElroy; 2. Nick Edmonds and Paul James; 3. Mark Adams and 
Ashley Thill; 4. Jeff Medberry and Chris Levitt; 5. Brian Notis and Matt Davis. 
Division 2 Main – 1. Tyler Hansen; 2. Mike Achilles; 3. Danny Turner; 4. Jim Lewis; 5. Cory Barringer. 
Division 3 Main – 1. Steve Rowett; 2. Adrien Contreras; 3 Paul Schoen; 4. Lenny Bouressa; 5. Clark Caravella.  
Division 1 Youth Main – 1. Jason Ramirez; 2. Ricky Felicio; 3. Bryce Starks; 4. Ben Essary. 
Division 2 Youth Main – 1. Steven Reese; 2. Amber Felicio; 3. Tyler Warren. 
Division 3 Youth Main – 1. Eric Randolf; 2. Tanner Kane; 3. Tyler Warren; 4. Michelle Fehrman. 
 
Next Event at Fast Fridays – Friday, August 18.  
 
 
Valpo Speedway, Valparaiso, Indiana (August 12) 
 
A-Main Event – 1. Wieslaw Oskiewicz; 2. Artur Taraszka; 3. Dan Weicht; 4. Marek Ochal.   
B-Main Event – 1. Dave Weicht; 2. Chris Hathaway; 3. Jim Terchila; 4. Piotr Sutkowski. 
C-Main Event – 1. Kevin Munro; 2. Aaron Nichols; 3. Slawomir Nowak; 4. Ron Okamoto. 
Flat Track Main Event – 1. Kevin Munro; 2. Geoff Ryan; 3. Bruce Wishart. 
 
Next Event at Valpo Speedway – Saturday August 26 (Fan Appreciation Night).  
 

 
Upcoming Events  

Don’ t miss all the action as the 2006 USA Speedway season of AMA-sanctioned Speedway 
continues to unfold. Here are the upcoming fixtures: 
 
Wed., Aug. 16  Industry Hills Expo Center Grand Arena Industry Hills, CA 

Fri., Aug. 18  Fast Fridays Speedway   Auburn, CA 

Sat., Aug. 19  Indianapolis National Speedway  Indianapolis, IN 



 

Wed., Aug. 23  Industry Hills Expo Center Grand Arena Industry Hills, CA 

Fri., Aug. 25  Fast Fridays Speedway   Auburn, CA 
AMA USA Speedway Youth National Championships 
Fast Fridays Track Championship 

Sat., Aug. 26  Valpo Speedway    Valparaiso, IN 

Wed., Aug. 30  Industry Hills Expo Center Grand Arena Industry Hills, CA 

Fri., Sept. 1  Fast Fridays Speedway   Auburn, CA 
   Round 2, AMA USA Speedway National Championship Series 

Sat., Sept. 2  Wheel2Wheel Raceway   Victorville, CA 
   This event is tentative 

Sat., Sept. 2  Indianapolis National Speedway  Indianapolis, IN 

Wed., Sept. 6   Industry Hills Expo Center Grand Arena Industry Hills, CA 
   Track Championship  

Fri., Sept. 8  Fast Fridays Speedway   Auburn, CA 
   Gold Country Fair Speedway Cup 
 
Sat., Sept. 23  Wheel2Wheel Raceway   Victorville, CA 
   Featuring AMA USA Speedway National Sidecar Championships 
   And Wheel2Wheel Raceway Track Championship 
 
Sat., Sept. 23  Valpo Speedway    Valparaiso, IN 
   Season Finale 
Sat., Sept. 30  Indianapolis National Speedway  Indianapolis, IN 
 
Sat., Oct. 7  Fast Fridays Speedway   Auburn, CA 
   Final Round, AMA USA Speedway National Championship Series 
 
Sat., Oct. 7  Indianapolis National Speedway  Indianapolis, IN 
 
Sat., Oct. 14  Indianapolis National Speedway  Indianapolis, IN 
   Season Finale 
 
Sat., Oct. 21  Wheel2Wheel Raceway   Victorville, CA 
   West Coast Speedway League 
 
Fri., Oct. 27  Fast Fridays Speedway   Auburn, CA 
   USA vs. The World Special Event 
 

 


